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INTROOUCTlON 

Almost everyone wh() playa fan tNY role-playlna aames 
JOODer or late r bu the ~re to creau1 a character who 
Is unique and set apart from all orhera. Whether h be 
"yle of dress. attitude. panern ol apeach, or aomethlna 
else, some of the most challenging and rewarding exper­
Iences In a role-playing game IJ pleylns a ro11lly unique 
character. One aspect of a character which moy be ehered 
by the player to promote that char~~<:ter's unlqueneu Is 
the use of unusual weapons or combat nylea. 

This boot olfers a number of weapons which, ehher 
by their dealgn or u.e set them apan Crom what most 
people would conalder normal or ordinary. This does not 
meen that theso ,.eepons are better or more lethal than 
"normal" weapons. such as a sword, spear, or mace, but 
retber suffldently rare so tbet one who used them would 
be considered unique: at leur as fer as most Cantuy game 
worlds are concerned. 

II b suuesr~ that a player who wishes h!&/her char· 
acter to use one of these e.11otlc weepons check tlrsr wtth 
the s amemauer to Insure no argumentS come up later. 
h Is the samemuter "'ho seu the llmhs of the came and 
he/she should be notlll~ about how the character plans 
on uslns the weapon so that any bonuses, damace. or pen­
allies can be figured out. 

The values &lven for each of tbe weapons are from 
The Palladium Book of Weapons Ia Armour. Each of them 
Is explained as follows: 
~ Sell e• planatory. 
~ The general aroup to •bleb tbla .. ·eapon belonss. 
itie~ sroups are Haft~ (H), Knlve~ IKI, Miscellaneous (M), 
Pole Arms (P). Soeal'l (Sp), aoc:l Swords (Sw), 
l.oen& hTh The length of the " upon In metera. 

e mau ol the weapon In kllosrams. 
Dei! A relative indicat ion of how "quick" a • eapon Is, 
DiS~ on balance, mass, ere. The lower thlt number the 
better. 
!!!!I: A re letlve Indication o f how easily the weapon can 
perry other attacks. The hlsher the number the better. 
Attad Ty~ Not all weapons were de$1&ned for the aame 
P\lfPQ6e.e four basic auaelt typea are cut, chop, thrust, 
aoc:l Impact. The meln dllferences between a cut and a 
chop are the sbarpneu and curv~~ture of the bl~. 
Srmmeu y: Being tbat any weapon may be thrown, this 
Is a reletlve Indication of how elfeeclve the arm would 
be u o mlulle. The lower the number the better. 
Oamye: A relative Indication of bow much dama&e thl.s 
weapon would cause to an "averase• target. 
~ otes of Interest about the • ·upon. usually the 
geographical area of origin. A ITI In thla column lndlcatea 
the •upon IJ primarily used wi th t•·o hands. 

h II up 10 the game master to adapt the values 
Cor the weapons to htslher own campatsn. ror example 
the game master may choose to evaluate a weapon with 
a damese ratln& of oDe by uslns a lour-sided die. a weapon 
rated It two with e •••·sided dte, a rating of rhree wlrh 
an el&ht·Jided die, and so on: or he may choose to use 
the damase number as a multiple of four, 1b or el&ht· 
aided dice. A note about the lllultrlllons, on all ed&ed 
weapons. (" '""), lndlceres which port I on of the blade Ia 
sharp. 
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Epsilon A.te 

Eye A.te 

EI'.S/L0/1 IV<£ 

fixes 
EPSILON/EYE AXE 

Besides the mace. the ue wes one or the mo.t ancient 
hand held weapon~ reserved aolely for warfare. The early 
civilization or Meaopotamla and other area• of the Middle 
Ean developed a number of COj)per and bronze war ues 
which were very slmller In design and u1e. 

The epsilon ue II the older or these two forms and 
was designed to be used against warriors who wore no 
armour. It consbted or a 11ralght or slightly curved handle 
to which a r11her long. curved blade was auaclw:d, this 
made II suitable for cuulng auack5. The blade luelf 
was Inserted Into the shah and secured by leather thongs. 

The eye axe developed ., a weepon for use e.galnst 
ermoured roes. The blade or the ue Is much shorter and 
wider, thus making It capable or piercing metal splint ar­
mour. These axe heads were secured to the shah by means 
or o socket, o much more secure ond errecuve mean~ than 
1 he epsilon axe. 

In generel, these weapons were used one-handed: the 
other hand held the shield. Strong overhand atrokes were 
used with the head and upper body being the main target. 

1:ll!! ~ _M!!! .Q!! .f!!!I At tiCk Types m .Q!.!!! 

H .am 1.1ltg 2 Chop 2 3 

H .9m t.6kg 2 Chop 2 3 



~ ~ len&tb 

f"rancl8CI H .Sm 

Thrusting A.re H .Sm 

Bearded War A.re H .6m 

Tbln A.re H .6m 

Miner's A.re H .4m 

There Is perhaps no more famo.a fighting ue In 
Europe than the fran<:bce. This characterilllc weapon 
or the f"ranlts was .aed from the sl.rth to the eJghth cen­
turies A.D. II Is hard to ny whether the weapon was 
named after the people or the people after the weapon. 

Allhougb the fronclsca could be used as a hand-held 
weapon, It was almost e.rcluslvely used as a mlulle. The 
118ndard f"renkJsb tact ic was to hu.rl the weapon 11 an 
advernry end then cha.rse In whh sword or spear. The 
heavy ue ellher ln<:epecJteted the enemy or broke his 
shield. Thus, deprived of this lmponent defensive Item, 
the f"ronklsh werrlor held a dlulnct edvantage. 

As whh any weapon there e.rlsu numerous diJIInctly 
different descriptions and eumples of frenclsc.a which has 
made en ell-en<:ompeulng picture or the arm very difficult. 
In general, the franclsca c:ons.l11s of en Iron head whh 
e slightly curved bit. The bah and the bll are 81 en obtuse 
ansle rather than the normll ninety desrees. This large 
angle enables the force of Impact to be more easily trans­
ferred to the haft and therefore makes II less likely to 
break. 

' I 

' 

T'HF THIN AX£ 

( 14 f!YT>.It OF 
Ala · HEAD ONLY) 

YARI(JUJ EIIROP£AN ~ AXES 

M!!:! ~ ~ Auld T~!!!!! §!!!! .!2!!!! 

1.4k8 0 2 Chop I 2 

1.7kg 0 2 Chop/Thrusc 2 2 

I.Sks 0 2 Chop 2 2 

1.3k8 0 2 Chop 2 

1.9!cg 0 2 Chop/Thrust 2 2 

CD 



SAVACE AXES 

The rrlbel or Cenrral Arrlca wed a number or aJ~es 
ror ceremonial purposes. Cenerally, rhese weapons conslsred 
or a bateball-bar shaped handle 10 which Is flued a rarher 
large, heavily curved blade. The blade hselr Is driven 
lnro rhe handle, a rype or flulng which Is nor nearly as 
secure as rhe sockered axe heeds or many cuhuru. Besides 
rhelr use In riruals, sacriflces, and orher ceremonies, rhese 
weapons were also carried as a badge or rank. 

( I 

~ 

s....-Axe 
Elepllant Aze 

An&olan Bettie ~· 

SA\1\C.C AXES OF 
'TIIP. c~o 

..!IJ!! ~ .... 
H .4m 1.3kg 

H .1m 1.8kg 

H .6m 1.4kg 

Du ~ Attedt Tr!!e! 

2 Chop 

2 Chop 

2 Chop 

.§!.!!! 

3 

AFNCA/11 
A>(ES 

CUPHJUIT All£ 

1/SCP TD 
HAM.JT1fl­
D.CPHNIITS 

O.m 

2 

3 

2 



Bull ova H 

e UU OVA 

BULLOVA 

The Bullove wes a lerae two-handed flghtlna ue 
of tribes of Chota Naapur In lndiL The dui&n of the 
blade varied In width. Many of these ues are fitted whh 
1plkes 11 the end or their hafu 10 they may be uled to 
thru1t as we ll. 

I. Om 2 Chop 2 3 

8 u.L.DVA 
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HCIRJ. BATS: 
CI/ROPCAN ~1. NeD, 
OFTlN USLD AS ,tl/Mtt£ 
~J. 

~ 

Get-man Wit Hammer H 

Bird'• Heed Club H 

Hurl bet M 

0 

0 

0 
0 

0 

~ 

I. 2m 

I. Om 

.Sm 

Mass 

2.4ks 

1.2ks 

1.2kg 

De.- ~ Att .c:k Tr pes 

2 Thn1$t/l mpect 

2 Impact 

0 2 Chop 

CD 

OTHER 
AXE · TYPE 
WEAPONS 

8/RI>'.S HEAD CJ.VB5: 
OLNEAAJ.L Y THI!S£ T.YJIO 
Of! W &#'OV.S ~RE M.<IPL IY 
~OWIIOO IJS£P & Y 
NA TIIIV' ()I" 11/'RICA 
Al!jm-IL-"' ANI> 7'HL 
SOVTH ~IFIC, 

§!!!! ~ 

3 2 

2 

2 3 



l:hromn Weupons 
KAPAK 

The Kepak Is a small throwing ue which wes employed 
by the Batak. The 8al8k are a group or e.uremely war­
like people who live on the nonhern ponlon or Sumacra. 
Besides their war-like tendencies. they are also cannibals. 

The Kapek conslsu or a thin metal bead which Is 
aueehed 10 a rill, wooden handle; the whole affair Is ebout 
one-third or • meter In length. h wes normally carried 
Inconspicuously on the back just below the nec:k or on the 
fore-arm underne11h the sleeves. In these positions It 
can be gripped Instantly and thrown. 

The normal range or this weapon was about rtve 
metera and the Batek showed e.tcreme skill with lt. A 
warrior could easily pin an enemy's foot t o the ground 
or his hand or arm to a tree. Even If a pin wes not ach· 
laved, o hh In an unprotected ponlon or the body would 
be an extremely cr ippling blow. 

As whh any throwing axe, this weapon could be used 
In the hand In emergency condhlons, but such usage was 
not t oo common. 

Kapek H .4m t.lkg 0 

CHAKRAM 

The Chakram was an Indian weapon which was slmller 
to the now famous Japanese sbunken. The cbakrem was 
a flat ~teel ring enywhere from .I 10 .3 meters In diameter. 
The outer edge or this nng was sharp. Several chekram 
could be carried on a pointed turban. 

In contrast t o the Japanese shurlken, especially the 
s11r-sheped ones, the chakram was u~ to cut and sever 
as opposed to puncturing and penetrlllon. tr thrown properly 
the chakrem was said to be able 10 cut through a two 
centimeter stalk or bamboo at a dastance or 30 meters. 

There are some accounu or 1 hese weapons belng 1 brown 
by twirling them on the lndu ringer before release. This 
seem 10 be a rather clumsy ond lnnerrectlve way 10 u.e 
this weapon. A more reasonable method or throwing t he 
weapon would be whh an across the body, backhand motion. 

t!NfiOIJS 

Chakrom M .3m . I Skg 0 

2 Chop 

Cut 

BA TAl< kAI'AK 

2 

CH14KRM11 
VMICP W JfZ~ NIP ~NT. 
T'Hl ()VTUIC CPG£ OF n.:sE 
~()NJ NtL SHNfP. 



SHA.KEN 

Shaken were a specific form of 1 he now ublqullous 
Japaneae Shuriken. As opposed co the amall blade type 
or scar shaped disk t ype, the Sheken was a more three 
dlmensconal form of this weapon. As a consequence of 
chis form the shaken v.erc larger and aomewhoc heavier 
chan the other types. 

The general shape of the shaken was somewhat like 
a four-sldl!d dee, a tetrahedron. Each of the Individual 
1plkes ,.ere ebout hve cenc lmeterJ long. Theae "'capons 
were usuall) rhrown v.lth a sharp v.h lp-llke motion of the 
wrb t. 

KANGAROO RAT 

The kangaroo rat, or weet - weet, of AUJcralla was 
a polntl!d throwing lllck. h was made of hard wood with 
conical polnu on each end. h • as thrown by swlnpng 
II back and ronh aeveral times and then leulng go with 
an underhand jerk. Efre<:tlve range wes about forty meters. 

PIAU 

The Piau was o \lalayslan throwing Iron, similar In 
function to the Japanese 11luriken. Unlike moSt shurlken, 
the piau wes a rather placn-looklng "'capon, reaembllng 
a small aAe head. As with ••meier •eapons, the piau could 
be fairly easily concealed underneath a native's sash. sleeve, 
or sarong. 

~ ~ Lenach M!!! ~ £!!!! 
Shaken M .l~m .I kg 0 0 

Kangaroo Rat M .6m .5kg 0 

Piau M .1m . tks 0 0 

® 

' 

A tt adc Tll!!!! ~ ~ 
Thrust 

ThrUJI 

Impact 



Name 
lbrowtns Sc~ 

~ ~&tb 
M m 

BOOMERANC 

The Boomerang Is a 30mewhat Westernl1ed name given 
to the throwlns $licks used by the eborlgtnles In Australia. 
Only those deslsned as toys wtll return to the thrower. 
These weapons had an eHectlve range or about 20 meters. 

,, 

\ 

AFRICNV THROW/JIG 
.J"TICK.S 

,I 

,, I 
/· ,. 

I' 

THROWINC STICKS 

Sticks end rocks are certelnly the mott ancient of 
ell missile weapons. Nearly every culture had 30me sort 
or specifically designed atlck which could be thrown with 
a certain de&Tee or accuracy. These were normelly used 
for hunting birds and small game. 

~ Atteclt Type! §!!!! O.m 
I Impact I -~-



METSUBISHI • fUKI OAKE 

jap1nese we1pon which wu 
II wa1 pop~~lar among ninJa 

orrtclals who would want to 

The Met~ubtlltl wu a 
dell&ned to blind an enemy. 
as well 11 law enrorcement 
take criminals alive. 

In 111 normal rorm, the meuublsbl was a small. wooden 
boa, either round or square. "'hlch was hollowed out and 
could be opened. On either end or thts flat boll was (ltted 
a mouthpiece and a short tube. Because the weapon was 
so small, ft could be easily concealed. 

There .. ere a number or aub11ances • hlch could be 
put Inside the metsubllhl; dependtng on what • as deJtred. 
Ground pepper and dull could blind, powdered atau or 
nettles would blind and Irrit ate. N1111rally this weapon 
Is very short range and would be relatively useless unless 
surprlsewas achteved. 

Another air-powered japlneiC weapon WIJ the fukldake 
which was e blowpipe. Ahhoulh these were not normally 
uaed 11 weapons they could easily be used to polson someone. 
They were aenerally ralrly lona. abou t two metera In lensth. 
The darn ,.ere fined with peper cones on the ends to 
ensure an airt i&ht (it. The mouthpiece was (hted orr to 
the aide or the main tube, a reat11re which prevented the 
accfdencal lnhallna or the dart. Erfecrfve ranae was apprOJI­
Imately ten metera. 

~ .In!! .1!!!1!!! .!:!!!! 1!!!! .E!!!l: 

MetaubiJhl M .1m . lk& 

Fuk.ldakc M 2.0m .8kg 

® 

aosc· IIP OF 
THC ~AKr.S 

Anect T~ §!!!! ~ 

Spec Ill Special 

Blowpipe 

IJIUSCH -



Clubs 

NUNCIIAKU • TONFA 

The 1\unchaku and the Tonfo ~~>ere two agricultural 
toolt uJed 1n Jepan •h•ch "'ere also uJed as weaporu. 
Some sourcet tay that thete •,eapol\5", or 81 least their 
use as weapons, came first from Oktnawa, an Island which 
wu taken over by the Japanese fatrly early 1n their feudal 
period. At there were rather str ict laws concerning the 
carrylns or auch obvious weapons as swords by the lower 
classes, It was only o matter of time (end necessltyl before 
commonplace toolt would be uJed for protection. 

The nunchoku Is a weapon which Is now perhaps as 
femous IS the shurlken (due mainly to the numerous martial 
or11 movlet which "'ere produced In the 1970'al. Or iginally 
the nunchaku wot an agricultural flail, uJed to separate 
rtce from the cheH. Bulcally u consts11 of two abort 
woocl4!n suckt, about thirty centimeters long, JOined together 
11 one end by a ahon lensth of rope, leather, or chain. 
When properly used the nunchaku could beadevastaung weapon 
as It could be euily uJed to Strike, parry, emangle, disarm, 
or e~tn sttanj~le an opponent. 

The Tonfa "" orl&lnall) used to husk and polllh rtce. 
It consists or 1 v. ooc14!n board or rob, about 40 to 60 centl· 
meters long, to v.htch 1 short handle Is mounted perpendtcu­
lerl) near one end. In combat thls weapon can block 
attackt "'hen It retu along the forearm, or n can be 
used to Jib or club depending on the Circumstances. Some 
modern pollee departments use n•shutlcks • ·hlch are •tr) 
Slmtlar to the basic deSIIJn of the tonfa. 

!i!!!!! ..Tl.l!! len&th .M!!! .2!! 
Nunchoku M .8m I.Okg 

Tonra M .6m I.Okg 

® 

NIJNCHAKU 

f!m: Attack Tx~ §.x.!!l .!!!!!! 
2 Impact 3 2 

:l Impac t 2 2 



KOTV.TE 

MAQVAHl/Il T 
AZTEC WM CLCI, 

MAQUAHUILT 

~ Auec aocltt) was one based almoSt entlrel) 
upon .. arfare. 1\:ot onl) v.en: their "'ar like tendencies 
designed to subrusate and euet tribute from thear nelshbors, 
but to pro•·lde ucrtfaces to the sods OJ .. ell. 

The Aztec ,.,rraor wore a suit of armour which wes 
made of quilt paddang; hl&h ranklns warr1ora often had 
their armour covered with racuer sluns or eaal e feathers: 
elaborete head-dresses were ,.orn as v.ell. 

One common weapon of the Anecs was a Oat wooden 
club Studded with pteces of obsidian. Obstdtan u a stone 
•hlch can be chipped 10 form ~tremely abarp edges, sharper 
In f a<t than modern scalpels. This weapon, called a 
Maquabulh, ,.as •dmtrabl) suited to penetrltlng the couon 
padded armour of 1 he area. 

KOTIATE 
"1N1RI CLVB 
MAP£ 01' 
STDNC 

The Maoris of Ne,. Zealand used a number of stone 
clubs of wbfch the Konate, Meral, and the Petu ore e•­
amples. These •eapons •-ere hlghl) prized possessions 
of the Maort and were often handed clown from genereuon 
t o senerauon. Ltl.e the swords of men~ culture:.. tht>se 
•eapons often had names, like "fac~eater", as •ell. 

~ ~ lenll.th .M!!! ~ Parry Att.a Types ~ Dam 

Mequahullt H .8m 1.5kg 0 2 Impact 2 3 

War CJub lfiJII H J.4m 4.6kg 2 2 lmp3<'t 2 4 

Kotlate II .4m r.2ka 0 I mpact 2 2 

Mer at H .6m I.Okg 0 Impac t 2 

Patu H .5m I.Okg 0 Impact 2 

flat C lub H I.Om 1.8kg I Impact 2 

@ 



MW CIII.EPONINV CLC/11 

IICISTMI.IAN 
CLI/8 

/ 

= 

SOI/1?1 .SCA Ci.t.eS 

NlW Z C III..IINOCR CL 1/IJ 

'· 

® 

MAMI Cl UIII ·TYPI 
~/'1'114P~ OF 

CIJONY 



VM/OtiJ CL tiS WI:APOIVS 

'I 

II 
.JnKCP CVPfllL OF 
HOLY WATr.t fn/INKLER. 
PUtD/11. 

WOOP~N WfT'H IRDN .SI'IIflJ 

® 

IVIff.A L •/IIIACE· LIKF PM 
JTA~FAI¥P Cllltl 

MIIIN(I ~ CLIJZJ 
( I'I~W zr•tAN') 
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f'lat Mece 

Dauer Mece 

Ox Mace 

Sickle Mace 

Quoit Mece 

.1H!; length 

H .Sm 

H .Sm 

H .Sm 

H .6m 

H .6m 

wooo N\AC£:1 
WITH METAL 
. SPIKZS 

VMIOIIS EIIROPEAN IVIACES 

Mau 

I.Skg 

1.9kg 

2.0kg 

1.7kg 

t.Skg 

@ 

Oex 

\ 

i 

1/IIPIAN OX 
MAC£ 

Parry All ad 

Impact 

Impact 

Impact 

3 Impact 

3 Impact 

~PIAN JICKI.E 
MAC£ 

~-

--

T~~ ~ 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

Dam 

2 

3 

3 

3 

2 

/NPIAN QVOIT 
...V.C£ 



Ill~ CSNrVItY rLAtL 
t:OI'IST1WCT£P OF M ETAL 
TH{)IoJ(U SNYOJ IINP 
:STvrNIU? WITH IZ Mr'Titt 
NAILS · 

Mll.fT AR Y Fl.AJLS 

WOOOCN WrOG£ 
WITH lltJJN .SPIKES 

N wltb many medieval weapons, the military flail 
owes Its existence to a simple agrlcullural tool. In Its 
s lmpllest form, tbe flail Is a tool for threshing grai n; It 
generally takes the form of a Ions handle to which Is attach­
ed a short length o f board by means of a short length 
of chain. 

The most bas.lc Improvement upon the bNic design, 
at leNt In terms of wa rfare, ,.,.., to o/it the atrlklng head 
or the flail with metal spikes. Other flail deslsns did 
away wttb the old wooden bead altosether and simply fitted 
them wt th chal111 ettached to spliced baiiL Some flails 
bad two, tbress, or even more strlldng headL 

M with a.l flail type weapons, the design allows for 
very powerful blow• as tbe force of the swing Is concen­
trated Into the head of tbe weapon by virtue of lu flexable 
nature. This same flexablllty also allows the weapon to 
strike over and around an enemy's shield. 

Name 
Military f lai-l -

In! 
H 

L!!!l!h 
1.6m 

@ 

Mlt.trMY FLAIL 

Ou 
-~-

Aneck Txpea §!!!! 
Impact 3 

Dam 
-3-



THROWING KNIVES 

In Cen1ral Africa the thro,. lng knife wu used rather 
eAtenslvely. These strangely shaped metal weapons " ould 
be or lltt le combat value If used In an) other fa•hton. 
Due to the numerous proJections, all or "'hlch are sharp, 
lethal blo"'s can easily be given to the Intended target, 
especially I f he has little or no armour on. 

The throwing knife was thrown horllontally from right 
t o left. The ma.clmum range waa said to be about 80 meters: 
accurate enough throws, to sever a man's leg have been 
achieved at 20 to 30 meters. At closer ranges, 10 to 
15 meterJ, these weapons can penetrate "'ooden boards 
up to 2 centimeters thick. 

Tbrowlns Knife M .7m 1.2kg 

® 
2 Chop 3 



TWD fAST IV/flu.N 
Ti«OWMG 1/rtW.S 

'IMIOUS AFRICAN THROW/N(;, IRONS 

® 



The Siangkam ore weapons which are used In the 
Malaysian area In conjunction wllh a right ing style known 
as Kuntao. Kuntao Is a Chinese righting ~tyle which em­
ploys both empty-handed and armed techniques. A large 
number or • ·eapons are used In this system. 

The slangkam are a pair or hand held • ·eapons about 
half a meter Ions. They resemble long metal arrow heads 
10 which are lltached wooden handles. Allhough admirably 
sulled for thrusting, vicious slashes can be made with the 
point or the barbs. By employing two 11 once, counter­
auacka nn easily be launched with one hand while parrying 
whh the other. 

TJALUK 

There Is a form or the marual art pentjak-slrat prac­
ticed In East Jovo known as sella hatl terate. Like many 
other martial arts, this rorm combines rather Intricate 
mechanlcs wlth o number o r philosophical and religious belleh; 
the Ort IS Cntlrel) ln(luenced b) the Muslim rotth. 

The tjolu~ Is a short knife wh ich Is used extensively 
in setlo hatl terote. The reverse cuuing edge or the blade 
makes 11rlkes by the tjaluk vary diHicull t o parry or block 
wllhout au~tolnlng Injury. The weapon is best at close 
quarters and In surprise slluattons, such as assassination. 
The tfaluk Is generally carried in a concealed poslllon, 
ellher In loose rtulng germents or In a wide sash. In 
these poslllons II can quickly be brought Into action. 

~ .!.tP:!! Le!!!th M!!!. ~ ~ Attack Types 

Slangkam M .Sm .Skg 0 2 Cut/Thrust 

Tjaluk K .2Sm .3kg Cut 

@ 

§.t!!! 

2 

2 



~ 

fan1all Dauer 

forked Tonsue Dauer 

KATAR 

K .3m 

K .3m 

.25ks 

.25kl 

0 

0 

The K11 ar was a ra1 her unusual weapon uled by 1 he 
Hindus In India. Basically 1he weapon conslsled of a se1 
of parallel bars whh a knife blade aueched 10 one end 
and a pair of cross bars which served as a handle. Because 
of hs conscruc1lon, 1he normal 11118Ck would be e 1hrus1 
made es If punchlns. The normal blade was double·~ged 
bu1 curved, double bladed, and even crlple bladed varlelies 
are known. Some1tmes smaller blades •ere concealed ,..hhtn 
1he larger or 1he blade ,..., deslsned 10 sprlns OUI 10 form 
e l r lple bladed knlf~ The longer vers1ons, which • ere 
ac1ually . ,.ords ,.ere called p11a. These ,.eapons had ra1her 
elebora1e hand end fore-arm suards. 

VARIOtiS ~TrL£S OF 
KAT AI( 

Name 

K11ar 

WJIIIY t!JI .. A/ILP 
I' ~TM 

.!I.I!! len&lb ~ 

K .4m .s1t1 

~ 

@ 

Cu1 

Cu1 

. '\. 
r/#tS 111111-""' L KA rAR 
H.U n.o~ 
Plftw«TING. FRO/'\ 
T)4C S1« /Mit s 

Parry Auack Tl~ 

I Thrust 

~ 
2 

.2!!!.! 
2 

, 
I 



BRAC.ELET DACCER 

Although many toeletles developed weapons wblch 
could be concealed under clothes, the bracelet da.aer I• 
perhaps one or the simplest yet effective deslsns. Cenerally 
the dauer Itself Is a stralsht, double-edged weapon with 
a small hilt. The scabbard was eu ached to a WTIJC bracelet 
which could be fined over the forearm. The whole affair 
was about one third or a meter In length and wu concealed 
by a loose flulns robe or shirt. 

An African tribe called the Haussa made extensive 
use of the bracelet dassers. The Hausu were shunned 
by the Other peoples of the Sudan where they lived due 
to their claim as originally being a tribe or smiths. Smiths 
were 1hunned OUt of fear o f their magic •kill which save 
tbelr workl the power to kill. 

TRIPLE DACCER 

The triple-dagger was a weapon used by European 
fencers. In Its closed position, this weapon appeared to 
be a ploln dogger, but when o release catch was pressed, 
two side blades pushed out from the central blade to form 
a aon or trident. In this form the weapon was rather 
handy In parrying raplerJ and other thrusting type weapons. 

TRI ,.L E CIAOO!R 

KUKRI 

This legendary knife Is the principal weapon of t he 
Curku or Nepal. The weapon Is usually carried In a leather 
sheath along with two much smaller knives which are shaped 
the aame. The center or gravity of this weapon was well 
forward and 8J •uch, very heavy and devGJtatlng blows 
could be achieved. It was nld that these knives once 
drawn were not to be sheathed until they drew blood. 

,,,, 

~ Len&th ~ Oex 

Bracelet Dauer K .3m .4kg 0 

Triple Dauer K .3m .3ks 0 

Kukrl K .5m .6kg 0 

® 

f!m 

2 

; 
.; 

' SI¥UMJ , 
Ol'tMTEP 

Auaclt T~~ §'.!!! 

Thrutt 

ThruJt 

Chop/Thrust 

Dam 

2 

/ 

I 
I 

' 
' 
' 

' 

... 
... 



KRIS 

There IS perhaps no mor~ famous a weapon 1n Indonesia 
than the Kns. In Its basic form the kns IS o wovy bladed 
knife/short sword, double ~dged, destgned primarily for 
thrusting. 

A krls Is somewhot more deadly than a straight bladed 
kmfe In combat In that ItS wavy blade makes a larger 
wound and can more readily penetrate bet ween bones. 
The number of waves In the blade IS alwavs odd, ranging 
from three t o t"ent~·nlne. The blade usually has some 
cracks In It and these are satd to possess magtcal powers. 

The pande or smith who forged the kns held an honor­
ed pos111on In th~ Indonesian culture because they were 
beheved t o have access t o the supernatural. His work 
was a secret an \Ctled m m\·ster). The rough appearance 
of the blade, although destred, was due malnl) to the crude 
methods and mo~terlals (usually 1ron meteoraes) used by 
the smith. 

It was believed that certain features would determine 
whether a krls would bring good or bad luck to Its owner. 
The number of times It has shed blood was lmponont 
as was the reputation of Its smith, the pa11ern of the 
blade, and other things as well. It was certainly be11er 
to lnherll a krls 1 han to bU)' one. There were a number 
of "tests" which could be performed on the weapon t o 
determine Its magical character. 

E.umples of a krls' powers Include: It could kill a 
VICtim when simply pointed at him, It could kill by being 
stabbed into the victim's shadow or footprlnu, It would 
sometimes leap from liS sheath and fight for Its owner, 
11 could ra11ie In Its sheath t o warn of approaching danger, 
or could even turn wild ontmals In their tracks. 

Krts s ... . Sm .7kg 0 2 

TH£ KRIS ANtJ rrs PMT's 
(iTAVIINEM) 

PI!NOIV()I<OH 
QM/c1;11 

..e~~IIRING 
;;!ANG<Hf' 

Chop/Thrust 3 

SHEIITH 

2 



BACH NAKH 

The Bagh Nakh, or tiger cla ws was a small set of 
steel claws which were favored by aSSaJ$1ns In India and 
the Middle East. Sometimes these weapons were further 
fitted with dagger blades. as Is the case of the Blch'Hwa 
Bagh Nokh combination. 

BLAJ>E W(N'O/IlJ SIMilAR 
TD THl BICH'HWA ~H 

NAXH 

' I 

I I 

BICH'HWA 
BAC.H NAKH 

VARIOUS BAGH NAKWS ALSOJ<~OWN~ 
• TIGCR CLAWS" 

• 7?GJ!A (LAWS " W ITH BUO£$ 

Bagh Nakh 

Blch'Hwa Bagh Nak.h 

PENOJEPIT 

M .lm 

M .25m 

.05kg 

.95kg 

0 

0 

The Pendjeplt were small, metal-toothed combat pin-
cers used In Malaysia. In mony respectS they resemble 
our modern Ice tongs. When used In conjunction with 
the martial arts styles of the area, they became rather 
effective as weapons. They were used t o grab, twist, and 
tear the flesh of an enemy ond were particularly devastating 
If holds on the neck, abdomen, or groin were achieved. 

Name ~ 
Pendjej)l t M 

PENPU'EPIT 
IIMLIIYSI,tN CQt1BAT 

PINC£/tS 

Length Mus .Q!! 
.1m . I kg 0 

® 

I I 

0 Cut 

Cut/Thrust 

~ Attack Tr~ 

Special 

2 

2 

~ 

2 

.!2!!!! 



® 

8AGH NAI(J.i 
Hlt'ot> l-/£ip 

•r!GrR <"tAw• 



Swords 

1::!.!.!!!! .!.r.2! Len&th 

E.&ecut loner's Sword Sw l.lm 

Bebeacllnc Sword Sw I. 3m 

EXECUTIONER'S SWORD 

The e..eeut loner's or ~heading sword was a relatively 
rare weapon which was developed from the hind 11nd 11 half 
aword during the siJueenth century In Europe. AI ha name 
Implies, this , ,.ord was ~ by medteval exe<:utloners to 
admlnlater fusllce to criminals. Often the blade was etched 
whh scelle$ of e• ecutlon or anon cliches dealing with law 
and order. 

The ''"''ord had a flat blade with parellel edges and 
a blunt tip. The handle was long enough to ensure a good 
srlp as h was ,,.ung like • baseball b11. 

CXECVTIONCtr.•.S SW()I'.D 

0 

Mass ~ f.!!:!l A u .ct T rpes ~ Dam 

2.2kg 2 Chop 3 3 

2.4kg 2 Chop/Thrust 3 

@ 



Name 

Spl lc-npped Sword 

Zulf-1-Kt..r 

flab Spine Sword 

N'Jan 

Sbotet. 

I I I I 1 I 

0 

I 1 1 I I I 1 1 I I 1 \ I I I I l t I t 1 \ \ 

ZIILF -1-KHIIA SWOIU? 
OF INPIA 

.!le! Len&th 

Sw .9m 

Sw .am 

Sw .am 

Sw l.lm 

Sw .am 

Sl't.IT • TIPPCP .SKQOlO lJ' IN()/11 

SHOTEI.. 

FISH ~IN£ S*'RO : 
A SPIKEY INOIAA/ ~RO 
MADE Ofr "'ET..V. 

The Shotel wa• the aword of the Abysslnlam. h 
had a double-edged blade which had a diamond shaped 
cross-section. The excreme curvature of thse. • words mode 
them nearly uleless except for cuulng auackJ although 
It also enabled auach co be launched over or eround an 
enemy's shield. 

.M!!! Dea ~ Attack Trpes ~ .Q!!!! 

1.7kg 2 Chop 2 3 
J.akg 3 Cut 3 3 

1.4kg 3 Chop 2 3 

1.7kg 2 Chop/Thru.t 2 3 

J.4kg 0 2 Cut 3 2 

@ 
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Name .In!! Lenatb Maaa 

Indian Sword (A) Sw I. Om 2.1kg 

Indian Sword (B) Sw .8m 2.3kg 2 

K UOI TRANCHANC 

The Kudl Tranchang was a Malaysian sword-type wea­
pon. lc came In many sizes and •hapes and was, like many 
ocher Malay111n weapons, fairly versatile In thee h could 
be used 11 a jungle kni fe IJ well as a weapon. In general 
these weepons had relatively heavy blades whh raccen 
bamboo, or cord woven handleJ; chey generally had no hand 
guards. 

VARIOVS l<f/01 TMNCHMIG 

~ .In!! L.enach M!!! 
Kudl Tranchang H .5-I.Om .5-I.Okg 

' 

3 

2 

Cuc/Thruac 

Chop 

Du Parry Actack Types 

I Chop/Thrust 

3 

3 

~ 
I 

3 

3 

l 



LANTERN SHIELD 

The lantern ahleld was a rather scrange weapon which 
wa1 developed In llaly In the sixteenth century. II conslsced 
or a round buckler-type ahletd, about one-third o r a meter 
In diameter, to which was euached a number or oHenslve 
weapons. A handle projected f rom the Inside of the forward 
edge or the ahleld which was grasped by the hand, protected 
by o plate gauntlet or course. This particular geuntlet 
h81 two 1plkea protruding from lt. The aerrated edgea 
or theae 1plkea augge$1 that they were olao used to try 
and trep an opponent's blede. Below the gauntlet, a long 
sword-like blade was (iued 10 that It ran roughly along 
the fore arm. The 1horpened blade could be eHectlvety 
used as a thrusting weapon; the rear portion or this blade 
extended beck from the shield to protect the elbow. In 
edditlon, the center or the $hleld was fitted with a project· 
lng spike Vo hlch edds further to Its lethal capabllltlea. 
flnelly the shield wes 1110 orovlded with 1 round flulng 
In front and the neceasary hardware In beck so that a 
small lantern could be aueched to h. Lanterns Voere some­
times used by fencers In auempu to dazzle their opponenCJ 
and whole syacem• and schools or training centered around 
t~lr use. 

While the lantern did probably $hed some ll&ht, II 
b doubt ful as to how effective It would be In the darknesa.. 
In this InStance I consider It to be an unneceasary, albeit 
lntereat lng, addition to an already overcrowded weapon. 

!!.!!!!! 
Lantern Shield M 

I<N/Giff WTr'H A 
tNorrlRN SHIC t D 

I. 3m 2.7kg 2 

TOP YIEW 

Thrust 3 



Pat e 

Manoplc 

NINJA TO 

~ 
Sw 

Len&th Mau 

1.1m 1 6ks 

MMQO't E : MCO/t/SH 
GVANTLET J WDifP 

Sw I.Om 

Sw .6m 

2.1k& 

2.1kg 

BOARSWORD 

The boarsword waa a European hunting weapon normally 
u~ by the nobili t y. As Its name Implies. thla weapon 
was us!!<! against wild boars. 

Typically these weepons consltted or a hand·and·l· 
half hilts, that Is to say, It could be used whh one or 
two hands If necessary. The blade Itself can be divided 
Into two ~tlons, the theft and the head. The shaft nor· 
mally had a· diamond or aquare cross·sectlon t o Insure against 
heavy Impacts. The head was normally leaf·ahapl!<t and 
double edged. Some boarsworda had a removable crossbar 
fitted behind the head t o Insure that the weapon did not 
penetrate too deeply Into the boar and enable him to slash 
the aword wi elder with his tusks. 

3 

3 

Attack Types 

Thrust 

Chopmrust 

Chopfrhrust 

3 

3 

3 

3 

/ , 
I ' 

> ~ 

The nlnjato was the sword o f the joponese ninja, the 
now famous soc:lety or assassins. Thla Is not to say that 
the ninja always carried the nlnjoto, but rather It was 
one or their many specialized ... ·eapons. The nlnjat o ,.,as 
somewhat different from other japanese swords In that 
It was somewhat shorter and the handle was longer than 
normal swords. this enabled somewhat different types 
or au acks to be launched all the blade was more flexible. 
When In Its scabbard, the nlnjato could be u~ M a step 
ladder of sorta or n climbing pole due t o Its somewhat 
oversized hand guard. The scabbard Itself had a removable 
cap and could be used as a brea thing tube or a blow gun. 

Ninja to Sw .9m 1.4kg 0 3 CutfrhruJt 2 3 

@ 



CDMiD .Jia<LC ~ 

Sickle Sword Sw .7m 1.3kg 

The sickle sword was o weapon used by the ancient 
peoples or the Middle East. M hs rorm Implies this " 'eapon 
was designed ror culling and chopping and not thru.tt lng. 
It Is essentially an orrshoot design rrom the basic axe form, 
athough o more errtclent one. 

Early sickle swords were composed or a long handle 
and a rather short semi-circle blade; this form clearly 
resembles the axe. Later versions had o much shorter 
handle ond a longer blade. Normally these weapof\s were 
made or bronze or Iron. 

Because or the exaggeroted curve o r the blede the 
majorhy or thls weapon's mass was concentrated f\ear the 
tip. This enabled heavy, crushing blows to be brought 
down upon the target. The simple hlh of this weapon 
orrorded lillie protection to the hand and os such, porrylng 
blows were usually dof\C whh the other hand which held 
a sh1eld. 

, 

I<OPSH EGYI'TIMI fiCJ<U SwtJRt> 

0 2 Cut/Chop 3 3 



TmUTJE • PACHO 

Tbe natlvea of the Gilbert IJiands In the Pacific deve­
loped a number of clu~llke weapons which would be most 
effective a1alnst hlahly armoured enemies. Similar In bulc 
dealan to the Aztec m~~quahwh, the tebutje and pecho 
utilized ahark'a teeth Instead of obsidian to provide a cuttlns 
edse. 

Theae we.pons ceme In • variety of ahepes end slzea: 
the two basic forma were the sllshtly curved and the 
atralsht. The curved ones bear a sreat resemblance to the 
curved, cuttlna ,,.ords found In man) more advanced cul­
tures. The aharlt 's teeth which ,.·ere attached to the •edse• 
of theae v.eapons '"'OUid produce rather wicked wounds 
In combat, son of like slashlna someone with o cross cut 
IIW. 

Tebutje 

Pacho 

H 

H 

T£81/Tv£ SHNI:J(TOOTH ~~ 
Colt CLII·~ 

.9m 

.6m 

1.2k& 

.Sk8 

0 

0 

® 

2 Cut 

Cut 

2 

2 

2 

2 



l?olea.rms 
POLEARMS 

The most basic definition of a polearm 1s any form 
of chopping or thrust ing weapon mounted on a long handle. 
Often these weapons are difficult to cluslfy because al­
though there are some very dist inctive forms, they ar,e 
often called by different name$. Adding t o this confusion 
are the numerous intermediate forms which are In them­
selves difficult to classify. 

The European Polearm was almost always a weapon 
of the footsoldler. Indeed, these weapons owe much of 
their ancestry to the modified agricultural t ools used by 
peasont levies of many medieval armies. As t ime passed 
and newer, more efficient forms were developed many 
polearms took on the look of can openers. This similarity 
In appearance Is Interest ing as thei r primary function was 
to open up the "cons" of heavily armoured knights. 

Depending on the specific type of polearm, chat Is 
tO say whether It was a thrusting, chopping, or a combina­
tion weapon, the methods of use varied accordingly. Heavy 
chopping types swung overhand could easily crush or cut 
through moat armour. Thrusting types were good for pen­
etrating joints In armour as well as breaking up cavalry 
charges If the soldiers using them held their ground. Large 
formations of Flemings, Swiss, and Germans often defeated 
armoured knights In the later middle ages and re-defined 
the art of warfare. 

The most well-known polearm Is the halberd. In Its 
basic form a Halberd consisted of an axe blade mounted 
on a pole with point opposing lt. A long thrusting point 
was also part of the head so that the weapon could be 
used tO chop jwlth the axe or point) and thrust (with the 
spear point). On some weapons the thrusting point was 
elongated a sharpened on one side so that It resembled 
a Saber. As with most polearms, the shaft behind the 
head was reinforced with metal strips to prevent the weapon 
from being chopped oil by an enemy's weapon. Another 
feature of many polearms was a cloth grip which helped 
the wielder maintain a firm grasp. 

The pointS and hooks on so many polearms served 
a very Important function. No only did they come Into 
play as weapons, but they were used to hook onto and 
unhorse enemy knights. 

Basic Classifications of Polearms 

Thrust 

Awl Pike 
Bohemian Ear-Spoon 
Chouves-Sourls 
Half Moon 
Korseke 
Langue de Boeuf 
Military fork 
Partizan 
Pike 
Spetum 
Spontoon 
Runka 

Chop (cutting) 

Berdiche 
Bill 
Falcastra 
Falx 
Fauchard 
Clalve 
jedburg Axe 
Lochaber Axe 
Pole Axe 
Scythe 
Voulge 

Combination 

Beaked Axe 
Couteau de Breche 
Croc 
Codendag 
Culsarme 
Halberd 
Hippe 
Lucerne Hammer 
Scorpion 

' I 

OVIJAilM& 

BERt>ICHE 
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1101/LGE 

" / / HAtB£RP MAL.aERD 

Name ~ Len&th Mass ~ 

Berdlclle p 2.1m 3. 1kg 

Gulsarme p 2.Sm 2.6kg 

Halberd p 2.2m 2.8kg 

Voulge p 2.1m 2.4kg 

Tiger Trident M 2.3m 2.1kg 

Chinese Half- Moon p 2.1m 2.2kg 

® 

"" 8£N(£l> ME 

Parry Attack TYJ!!! ~ 

3 Chopffhrust 2 

3 ChopffhruSI 3 

3 Chop!rhrust 3 

3 Chop!rhrust 2 

3 Thrull 

2 Cut 

Dam 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 

2 

CHIN!S£ HALF 
MOON 

I I I 

CJIINES£ 
TIGER 

TRIPOVT 



VAP.IDUS TYPES OF MAI.&£1(0S 

Sp 1.8m 1.9kg 2 

® 

SVO/WES£ S,.£,1Vf 

HA/.11£/UJ WITH 
$P/i141( Palw-r 

Tk£ N1A$St ll£ HO.P 
IS CAMIU. ~ 01" INF'l/CTINO 
TOCP.IBI.~ WOI/NPS. 

/ 

Atteck Ty!!!!! ~ 

Thrust 3 



MEY£fi( 'S S<.HOOL OF HALIJER/7 CONI.5AT 

TltJHrNG THE lNfMICS 
LLt; WTrH HALIJDP, 

HAL&C1«1 STOP THffiiJT 
~HffJ<JN6 A ltiPOn'£ 

Tlt!f'f'INO TH£ EJVV.4Y WITH Srll>'T 
I VTr THffii.Tr IINPU Tift ~ffN 

2 

z. 

s 

II£«.1QHG THE IUSIIJI.ANTS WCA,DN 
WITH DNU OWW HAUDUI. 

T1«11ST UIRit 'TH£ A7f'1/CJ(f lf'l 

CHIN .UWiit TANEDU.SL Y 11'/eK/Nf; HlS 
LEFT Kllll~P. 

CHECKWO A PIRECT SLOW 
WITH THr f'TAtlt 

CMIIT ~N6, IISINti HAUJ£/tP AS A 
~rtHS!YE liND OFFDtiSfYE W!APON. 



Name 

Giadius 

Puglo 

Roman Dart 

Pllum (Thick) 

(Thin) 

<) 

~ 

Sw 

K 

Sp 

Sp 

Sp 

Length Mass 

.6m .9kg 
.3m .3kg 

I. 2m .8kg 

1.8m 2.1kg 

1.8m 1.7kg 

PJLUM 

PvG!O 

STIWPARP W6'11'0NAY 
OF" TH£ ROMAN 
SOLO/Eft 

One of the most i nteresting weapons used by the 
Romans was the Pllum. Due to the fact that the Romans 
had two t ypes or pila, there has been some confusion as 
to the exact description or the weapon. From remains 
round, reasonable reconstructions have been made and each 
can now be described. 

The first type or the thin pilum, has a long, socketed 
i ron head with a barbed point. This type was designed 
t o be thrown. Due t o the thm Iron head and the barbed 
point, It was oft en rendered useless upon Impact wtth a 
hard surface. This was to prevent the enemy from pick tng 
them up and reusing them. The thin ptlum was also used 
to deprive the enemy of hts shield In that, If It hh the 
sh teld and stuck In 11, it would be hard to pull out In the 
heat of combat . and Its long metal sha ft prevented It 
from being chopped off. A shield with thi s spear st icking 
in it would then become unbalanced and hard to wield 
erfectlvely. 

The second type, or the thick pilum had a long iron 
head with a pyramidal pomt. The end or t he shaft was 
flat like the tOng or a sword. The metal head was attached 
to the wooden shaft and served t o protect 1 he hand. It was 
th is type or pilum which was used in hand to hand combat . 
The met at neck and hand guard enabled It to be used to 
parry sword blows, and its length gave the wielder a reach 
advantage over hts opponent. 

The Iron heads of both pllum were about .6 meters 
i n length , the ent ire weapon was about 1.8 meters long. 

ROMAN OJI.KT" 

THIN Ptl.A 

= THICK P ILA 

Dex Parry Attaclt T~~ ~ Dam 

I 3 Chop/Thrust 2 
0 I Thrust I 
0 2 Thrust 2 

3 Thrust 2 

2 Thrust 2 

@ 
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Name ~ .h!!!J.!.!! 

Ahbplea M I .Sm 

Awl Pike p 3.2m 

PIIIIICOII a Picot p 3.0m 

Mus 

AHLSPIESS 

The ahlspies~ was a weapon used In europe around 
the llheemh century. The weapon resembles the old Roman 
ffshtins spear pllum. Basically the ahlspies~ Is a long metal 
spike with a ~quare cross section fitted onto a rather short 
wooden shah. At the point at which the spike fits Into 
the haft e round hand guard Is se t. This guard enables 
the weapon to be used to block and perry blows without 
fear of Injury to the hands. 

Although this weapon was around for a re letlvely 
long period of time, It did not enjoy much popularity. 
The Bohemian Infantry used It Into the six teenth century 
but elsewhere It was usually only used by armoured knights 
In tournaments. 

A number of lonser polearms-type weapons with this 
same basic destsn were also used. These Include the Awl­
Pike which had a one meter spike mounted on a two meter 
shah and the Plancon a picot which had a ll meter spike 
mounted on a shaft of equal length. Both of these weapons 
were designed to be used by soldiers In formation as opposed 
to one-.on-one close combat. 

De.a f.!!!I Attedt Typea ~ Dam 

J.9kg 3 Thrust 2 

2.7ks 2 Thrust 3 

2.Skg 2 Thrust 3 

® 



FUSCJNA 

It could be argued that the one thing which is univer­
sally associated with the Roman civilization i s its use or 
gladl torl al contests for public entertainment. or the various 
t ypes Of gladiators the tWO most "famous" were the retarii 
and the scutors. 

The scutors were those men armed with o sword 
and a small shield while the retarll were those armed 
wi th a net and t r ident. This trident, called a ruscina, 
was rather well suited t o c lose combat. The tines or 
the trident's head could not only be used to parry sword 
cu ts and thrusts, but could also be used as a "sword breaker• 
or to wrench the weapon from a enemy's grasp as well. 
The retartl used a net to ensnare thei r opponent along 
with the trident. This net could also be used to parry, 
much like a c loak was much later In European fencing 
systems. 

~ Parry Attack Types ~ 

Fusclna M 1.8m 2.1kg 2 Thrust 

® 
3 



!'!!.!!!.! ~ Length 

Arblr M 1.8m 

Lajatans M 1.4m 

Sta.ues 

MALAYSIAN STAff WEA.PONS 

As with most societies. Staff-type weapons were used 
eJttensrvely throughout the Malay Archipelago. These weap­
ons and rhelr comber technique!~ ere oncrent Indeed. as 
the staff Is one of the earliest and easiest weapons to make. 
A logical outgrowth or the basrc starr Is one In whrch 
o metal blade Is attached.. A cutting blade on the end 
or a staff made the blade much more effective In comba t 
and enabled Its user to combat Iorge groups or auackera. 

The Arblr Is a bladed starr used on java and In many 
orher paru of Malaysia as well. The arblr conslsrs of 
a wooden shaft which Is pointed on one end. On the orher 
end or the starr Is attached a rarher wide, curved blade. 
In this for m a11acks can be made by cu111ng or thrusting 
wllh the blade or by Jtriklng with the pointed wooden end. 
The starr or an orblr Is grooved opposue the sharp edge 
of rhe blade. This feature enables the user to kno~<' enctly 
where the culling edge Is as he eJtecutes Intricate maneuvers. 

The Latatang IS another bladed starr weapon used 
In Malaysia. The lajatang consists of o wooden shaft t o 
which are auached two large metal c·rescents, one on each 
end. The metal crescents are also filled with two curved 
points which project backward from the rips of the crescent . 
In rhls form the lajotang would be a most effective weapon 
In combating a large number or roes as one could easily 
cut through waves ond wa,•es of euackers. 

As wuh any starr weapon the one big advantage rhey 
gave In combat was that rhey could keep enemies armed 
with shorcer .. ·capons at bay. due to Its length. II Is very 
difficult for an ouacker to close In wtth a defender armed 
with a staff without opening himself to auack. The length 
of the starr also enabled effecuve blocks and parrres to 
be made rather ea!lly. 

.M!!! Dell Perry Au eck Tl:J!!!! ~ .!2!..!!! 
2.2kg 2 Chop/Thrust 3 

2.3kg 2 3 Cut/Chop 3 4 

® 



~ ~ Lensth 

Feather Starr M I.0/1.6m 

Brandes toe M 1.2/2.2m 

FEATHER STAFF / BRANOESTOC 

IJNWOC1TOC 

THL 8LI>DC~ ­
INTO Tl« HANPLE. 
WNtll foii()T' IN C/St 

', 
TheJe European weepons were de1lgned to eppeer 

•• Innocuous welklng naves. Although there were some 
which hed a.xe heeds mounted on the Jhart like baule axes, 
the common future or these "'eapons waJ a concealed 
blade In the shart. 

The ,.eapon Itself ,. .• , about one meter In length 
.. uh the blade retracted. The blades themselveJ ,.ere 
either triangular or dtamond shaped and ranged In length 
f rom a half to a full meter In length. SometlmeJ t"'O 
smaller blades ,.ere fitted elongslde the long, central blade 
tO form 8 SOrt of trident. 

In order for the blade tO be brought Into play by 
the wielder, the 110H waJ ,,.ung do,.n or out sharply. 
This motion coused the blade t o eject end a retaining pin 
to fall In place. The ,.eapon would then be used to parry, 
thrust, ond In general be u1ed somewhat ll~e o rapier. 

Mus ~ £!!!1: Attaclt Tl~ §!!!.' Dam 

I.Okg 0 2 Thrwt 2 

1.9kg 2 Chop/Thrust 2 3 

@ 



PARRYINC WEAPONS 

There were a number of cultures which developed 
whac are called "parrylna weapons". In (eneral chese con­
silled of some aon of small sh1eld or hand ruard which 
was auached co a sword-cype blede or spear. These weapons 
were aenerally desl&ned co be used whh ,,..o hands ahhou&h 
some could be used one handed. 

The Madu was an Indian parrylna shield which conslsced 
or a amall round shield co which a pair or anlmel horns 
were auached. Ohen che horns were clpped whh me111 
polnca. The medu was a favorhe amona Hindu rellalous 
beuara. 

The Salncle was anocher Indian parrying weapon which 
consl11ed of a Slralahc mecal bar whh a loop auard auach· 
ed: a spear polnc Is fllced on che end. Someclmes o daaaer 
wu concealed In che ocher end or che shaft. 

The Adoraa was a Moorish weapon which shows In· 
flue nee from che Indian weapons, pan lc:ularly 1 he aelncle. 
h consl11ed or a 1pear wlch o cencral hand shield auached. 
To che shield, was rlued e double-edged blade which eJ~· 
cended ouc perpendicularly from che spear. Obviously whh 
chit "eapon o scralghc push-cype cruse could be made In 
addhlon co jabs " 'hh che spear. 

The Sang Kau"' 101as a Chinese weapon which conslt~ed 
of a flralghc bar co which was auached a double-bladed 
hand guerd. In eddhlon, a double-edged, semi-circular 
blade was Hued co one end. This sore of weapon wes 
auhed co cuulng and chopping as well u chrusllng. 

The Sword Shield was a European weapon wh1ch had 
many forms. The simple ones " ·ere only a small mecal 
shield procecllng che forearm co whcch was nued a blade 
or spike. This blade e.uended ouc over che back o r che 
hand. More elaborace sword shields " 'ere larse: cwo-handed 
aHa1rs from one co one end a half mecers In lengch. Spikes 
euended ouc from each end of chese shields. 

~ .In!; Lenph Mass ~ 

Adaraa M l.lm 1.9kg 2 

Maclu M 1.6m 2.4kg 

Salncle M .7m 1 .8~g 

Sword Shield M I.Sm 2.9kg 2 

Sana Kauw M I.Om 1.8kg 

@ 

~ 

4 

3 

3 

4 

4 

Fa.rr-q1ng 
W ea.pons 

A II oclt Types ~ Dam 

ThruSI 3 2 

Thrust 3 

Thrusc 2 

Thru11 3 2 

Chop/Thrusc 3 2 
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f"ull Moon M .~m l.9k& 3 Cut 3 3 
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WElCHTED CHAIN 

The Rente or weighted chain Is a weapon which hu 
Its origins In China, but was also used In the Malayan Arch­
Ipelago. In Its baste form the rente conslsu or an Iron 
ring chain about two meters In length. The ends or the chain 
are nued with 1mall weights about shtty arams In mus. 
Variations or the basic form conslu or a shorter length 
or chain, about one meter, to which a saw toothed disk 
Is attached or a chain fitted with a T shaped grip on one 
end and a sharpened metal rod on the other. 

The rente Is essentially a parrying weapon, designed 
to entangle an opponent's weapon or ensnare his legs or 
arms. The ones fit ted with special ends would be very 
eHectlve If directed at unarmoured portions or an opponent's 
body. When the chain Is twirled, centrifugal force keeps 
It stlrr and straight u It flies throuah the air. The tech­
niques used with the chain are similar to tho$e or the 
starr. 

It Is preuy obvious that In order ror this weapon 
to be successful , the user must be one who has fairly good 
coordination and dexterity. It should also be noted that 
the rente would be useless In a confined space or In a 
grove or trees. 

Name !Il!! ~ ~ ~ 
Rente (Type ll M 2.0m . 7kg 2 

Rente Ber Cangedus M 2.0m .7kg 2 

Rente (Type Ul M I .Om .sk8 2 

® 

f!!!:l 
2 

2 

2 

Cbatns a.nd 
Whtps 

Att.acl Ill!!!! ~ Dam 

Impact 2 

Thrun/lmpact 2 2 

Impact 2 2 



flGHTING WHIPS 

In Melaysla there are a number or diHerent righting 
whips which were, and still ere employed as weapoll$. 
The Chemetl, Kalus, and Petjut are three such types. 
All or these conslated basically or a wooden handle, aome­
tlmes covered with leather, to which IJ attached a leather 
thong. Attached to the end or the thong Is usually a knot 
or leather or aometlmes a small metal sphere. The entire 
lengths or these weapons ranged from 1 to 1. 75 meters. 

A blow with one or these weapons Is relatively harm­
less, except when equipped with the metal ball, then the 
tarset Is usually the race, more speclUcally the eyes. 
To thlt day the natives or this region ohen participate 
In mock combat with these weapons. In general these 
bouu consiSt or an alternating series or strikes and parries 
11 each combatant tries to hit the others race. A shield 
Is used to parry. 

Although this type or weapon would be useless against 
an armoured opponent, the flexible nature of the leather 
thong would enable It to entangle weapons or ensnare an 
enemy 10 possibly put him orr balance. 

@ 

T~ TY~ES OF MAO~AAI WHI~S 
S"IMILAI( TO THE PETiT/IT WHIP 



VMbUS WHIP.$ 

N'AUo YSWI W/<1, 
~UN)NOL/1 CI.IAI} 

T.rAN.twH 
CHEMETI 

""' P£TJ11'f 1/JlD IN 
l~ lNPl 

T.IIMLNG . SKtnP 1/UP W lttrVIVdTIC 
WHIP AIELS 

Name .In!! ~ ..... 
Cbe-1 M 1.2m 1.2ka 

Kallal M I.Om I.Okl 

Pet ~ill M .1m I.Oka 

.2!! 

® 

~ Att8Ct Trpee §1:!!1 .!?.!!!! 
2 lmpect 3 

2 lmpect 3 

2 l mpect 3 2 



OPTIONAL WEAPON DAMAGE SYSTEM 

Ever since the rtm weapons book was published back 
In 1981, questions concerning the damage ratings or the 
weapons have continually been asked. Most questions con­
cern how seemln&IY dl(ferent weapons can have the same 
damage r atln&. why Isn't there a dertnhlve uplanatlon 
or the sy11em, why don't you publish guidelines or how 
to use the book In conjunction with that company In Wis­
consin's fantasy same, etc. The weapons listing was an 
auempt to provide all or the data needed by garners In 
order to be able 10 rlt any weapon Into his/her game. 
Because there are many types or fantasy sames curremly 
available, It would be foolish 10 try to accommodate them 
all by stvlng speclltc damage retinas for each. I have 
developed a combat system which uses rhe r~rlngs as rhey 
are, but for those of you who would like some seneral 
suldellnes for fhtlns the damese ratings lnro your speclnc 
same, I present the following: 

Mosr sames give weapon damase In terms of a specific 
type o r dle, le., 0 broadsword does 108, a claymore does 
206, etc. Wlrh this In mind the first srep would be to 
decide which type or die equals which type of damage 
rating. for uample, a ratln& of one equals 104. two 
equals 106, three 108, and four 1010. You could stop 
at this point. but the system would really be too almpllstlc. 

The second step Involves the character's statist ic 
for strength. Most sames have statistics generated by 
rolling 306. which gives a nice bell-shaped curve dlatrlbutlon 
of numbers. With this sort or syStem, divide the character's 
strength br 10 and then multiply the resulting number !!.r. 
the mass of the weapon. If the game system senerates 
starlstlcs lrom 01·100, divide the characters strength by 
SO before mult iplying by the weapon's mass. The following 
chart will give the damaae bonU$: 

Trident Weepon M .Sm 

Below 1.5 
1.5 t o 3.0 
3. 1 10 s.o 
5. 1 t o 6.0 
6. 1 to 7.0 
7. 1 10 8.0 

Damaae Bonus 

0 
•I 
·2 
·3 
·4 
.s 

This chart can be cont inued by adding •I for every full 
point above 8.0 the character goes. The damage bonus 
can be taken as a straight plus to the weapon's damaae 
rating or could be used to lndlcete additional dice or damaae. 
for eumple, a character with a weapon whose ratln& 
Is a "2" falls within the "•2" on the chan. His damage 
could be 106•2, 106·204, 108 (the •2 being equated t o 
an upward shrrt of one on the damage rating), or anything 
else the samemaSter feels comfortable wlth. 

The rhlrd srep would be to differentiate between 
the various ~ or auack as liSted under •auack type". 
for chop or Impact au acks, no modification Is made to 
the above system. for £.!!.!. attacks, take only three-quarters 
of the number to determine damase bonus. for ~ 
attacJts, taJte only one-half of the number t o determine 
damage bonus. ---

Lastly, If your syatem gives st rength bonuses to dam­
ase. you should not use them I( using this system as llren&th 
has already been taken Into eccount In the rtgurlng. 

With this system II cen easily be seen that there 
can be a sre11 difference, at leaSt In terms of damqe, 
between two seemlnsly similar weapons. In addi t ion, di ffer· 
ent characters will do different things with the same wea· 
pon. I hope this system has been help ful t o those or you 
who have been wondering about the damage ratings and 
how 10 apply them In your game. 

' . 

3 Cut/Thruat 3 2 
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ADAPT ABLE TO ALL GAME SYSTEMS• 

THE PALLADIUM BOOK Of WEAPONS & ARMOUR contains 3;, tvpe:. of armour. each 
clearh Illustrated with annotations. Armour t~pes span the world and Include European, 
As1an, lnd1an, and Japanese. 

The weapons section deptt' tS over 600 different weapons, from kmves and ~v.ord' 
to pole arms and a~es. 

Th1s beauti f ul!\ Illustrated 50 page book 1s the 1deal reference tool for an\um·. 
$4.95 (post pa1dl. 

THE PALLADIUM BOOK Of WEAPONS & CASTLES outline~ the development of Europe.m 
castles. each Illustrated and complete " llh floor plans. 

Contams t wo weapon sections; thl' first detatls a vanet\ (lf bow:. and cr(l~SbPv.,, 
lncludmg the Ch1nese repeaung crossbov.. '"uh mformanon on sue, mass, pull, r.ote 
of f1re and other po1nts of Interest. The second ~ecuon ts devotl'd to s1e,Q:e equ1pmt·nt 
and the1r use. Over a hundred Illustrations. $4.95 (post pa1dl. 

T HE PALLADIUM BOOK Of WEAPONS & ASSASSINS explores the assass1n 50<'1etJes 
throughout h1ston (such as the 'JinJa and Thuga), exam1n1ng their method, weapons. tools, 
and po1sons. 

Why did these soc1ettes come to ex 1st? Hov. deadly were they? What 1s m} th 
and reality? What secrets made them the powers they were? The ansv.ers are unlocked 
1n the pages of Weapons and Assassms. Over a hundred Illustrations dep~<:tlng '" "apons, 
tools, armour. spec1al construction, costumes, and more fiJI this 50 page pia~ mg a1d. 
$4.95 (pOSt paid). 

h •\ I ., I 

WEMONS uod CASTLES of ttl~ 

OR1ENT 
THE PALLADIUM BOOK Of WEAPONS 
& CASTLES Of THE ORIENT Explore 
the castle palaces of fuedal Japan 
wHh all t he1r tricks and secrets revealed. 
Examme t he Noble Samun, h1s methods, 
arms and armour. Compare them 
with their Chinese counter-part!>. 

Th1s excellent reference book 
contains do1ens of detailed illustrations 
and castle floor plans. ONLY $4.95 
(post paid). 

THE PALLADIUM BOOK Of CON· 
TEMPORARY WEAPONS contains over 
300 hand-held weapons from around 
the world. Included are revolvers, 
pistols, sub-machme guns, machane 
guns, rtfles and vanous attachments. 
Each weapon 1s Illustrated wtth man~ 
detailed cut-away d1agrams, pertinent 
anformauon and notes or Interest. 
$4.95 (post pa1d). 

a, r.ll ..... •··~ ur 

CONTEMPORARY 
WEAPONS " 

Palladium Book$ - Dept. 0 · 5669 Casper - Detroit, M ich. 48210 
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