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!.irir1.r; I i noi!, keep you: w~apom up and pof.>in'!-ecl do"Wn r· .cu1' ~"' 

a :n.alf:.:mcLlo:.trt, ::aise: )'our h-"mrl and rang. ~ pcn;oO•nncd wit l 
., • • 1o -, I 
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CAUTION: Ord \' h l il nk "mmr:n [ ~ ion ma.v be f ~red -wh!!!n 
' . , h _ ... ~ r..or u s: ~ t ,e 

the ~laak .l: i rirtg devi c:.-, is in pla{;l'. 
a blank ftring devic~ . 

H.ANIO -GRENAOE LAUNICRER; Tbe- ha,nd ~nPn<Hl~ l.ar:nchcr is ins[al led bv rem<.~ving ti"1e n>tozT-1 o?. 

1ou!:. \ L!;· 11; .anrl ~cre:.~ i rLg :::he LHmcher- onto:.~ the ·.oeapon ( fi~ 54). 

TO t'IRF. Tllt: GRENADE: :nsert a ,grer.a<.l;, with :'..he !)in pull f'd imr-<'1 rhc l<tt.md1cr. 
CAUTION; A sp-e-cial Cy[}~ r.<trr r : r!~~ i !'; used for firtng the j1:nen.<~J~. Place thf' b\Jrt o,f 
~hr wc.11pon on !:.It~ grounc and fire l ::-or~ Lids posi r ion, The maximlllll effective ramg_e 

THE ~AYtiNF.T: :fir,-~') ) !5 affi)[I2C by posit (:::ming its loops in fnmr of rh-e muz.zll:' 
nu[ and gas cy l .inder bud~ and sl i ding th~ b~yon~r to t~e rear until t~e bayonet 
cH.:h ,ongafl,o:'"i trrl:' ro•.Jzzle nut ( i ig· 56 ) . The ba~-onet is removof>i'l by pulling the c.atch, 
lc~ateci l>!!hi"~ the l1i 1 t, ;;o:.r;ry from tt-1.:- hantlle .al'ld sliding tbof;! bayonof;!L forw•ard 
.andl of(. 

PLASTIC KACAZUHE; Th~ Soviet AK-47 metal ~~~a7.ine i~ gr~d~ally b~ing replaced by 
U!~t p1ast ic m<~ga~inof', (fj~ 57 ) , ~o~hid'l is lightt)r than tbe 111etal. The plastic 
milg, .. zinf~, b('Call'>C' It is l.ightw~:ight and wacerprr"'f, i,; us.:d m.aln!y b:; marino::s, 
.a i rbo not!, iiHd an110 r units. 
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FIGURE 1. LEFT VIEW,. AK-47 

FIGURE 2. RIGHT VIEW, AK-47 
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SECTlON L GBfERAL 

The AK-47 {fig 3) is a sho~rt., compact., selective-fired weapon de­
signed by the Soviets in 1946 which fires a cartridge intennediate in 
power between submad'line gun an1d rifle cartri dges. It has a mi l d re­
coil which gives it U1e capability of delivering effecti ve full .auto­
matic fire up to 300 meters . 

In addition to the Sov iet Union, the Peop le 1 s Rep.ubllic -of Ch ina, 
East Gennany. Polland, Bulgaria. Romarli a, North Korea, Hungary~ and 
Yugoslavia have manufactured th.e AK-47. The selectnr markings on the 
right side of the receiver provide a ready means of identifying the 
country of Drigin (fig 4). 

The AK-47 is produced in two different basic models - one with a 
convent iona1 fixed wooden stock (fig 5} and the other with a fo1ding 
metal stock (fig 6). The folding! stock is us-ed mostly by .airborne and 
armor units. 

Cartri dge 
Feerl 
Magazi ne cap,aci ty 
Gas opera ted 
Weight 
Length 

SECTIDN I I. 

length w/fo1dled stock 
Rate of fire semiautomatic 
Rate -of fire automatic 
Rate cf fire cy-clic 
1-laximum effective raflge 

I 

TECHN1CAL DATA 

7.62x3911111 
Magazine (fig 7} 
30 rds 

9. 5 1 b 
34.2 i n 
27.5 i n 
40 rpm 
lOU rpm 
600-800 rpm 
400 meters 

F1GURE 3. AK-47 
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FIGURE 5. WOODEN STOCK 

FIGURE 6. FOLDING STOCK 
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SECTION III. OPERATHJN 

Loading the Magazine: Pla.ce a round between the feed lips (fig 8). 
Press it down until it locks ins~ de the m-agazine. Repeat until maga­
zine is ful1 (30 rds.). 

Inserting the magazine into1 the receiver: Cant the magazine for­
ward so the lug on ttle front of the magazine engages with iits recess 
in the magazine well (fig 9); then pulll the ma-gazine to the rear until 
it snaps into place. 

Load~ng the AK-47: Pull the operating handle (fig 10), fully to 
the rear a.nd release it so the 1 ug1 on the bottom of the bolt can strip 
.a round from tlie mag-azine and into the chamber. NOTE: The select-or 
(fig ll), must be in a firing position. 
CAUTION: Always keep the selector in t.he safe: (upper) p~ositii on until 
the weapon is ready to be fired. 

firing the AK-47: P1ace the selector on the desired position {au­
tomatic middle position. and semi-automatic lower position)(fig 12). 
Aim using a nonna l sight picture .and pulll the trigger. 

The AK-47' with the metal stock can also be fired with the stock 
fo1ded. This is done by pressing the stock latct! located! on the left 
rear of the receiver {fig D). swing1ing the stock rlown beneath the 
-weapon {fig 14). This position is used m.ainly by airborne amd armor 
units~ 

l1i1111ed i ate action : F' or a runaway g1un., keep the rifle p,o; n ted up 
and down range until all amnunHion is expended. Clear the~ weapoTl and 
inspect it to determine ttte cause of the malfunction. Immediate ac­
tion for .a misfire is t-o keep the rifle pointed down range for at 
least one minute. Then pul1 the operating hand1e to the rear and 
eject the misfired ro.tJn-d. Load .a new round and attempt to fire it. 
If it does not fire, wait one minute and then unload the r;fle. In­
spect to detemine the cause of the ma.lfunction . 

. Unloading: Remove the magazine b,y pr-essing thte magazi'l'le catch 
(flg 15) towardl the magazine; then swing the rnag.azine forward and out 
of tile receiver. Pu111 the operating ha.ndle f'!.Jlly to the rear,_ inspect 
the chamber and receiver. If no cartridge is present, relea.se the 
operating handle and pull Ute tri-gger (fig 16). 

Zeroing: Set tt'le rear sight for the desired range by pressing in 
on ttle slid-e catch and moving the slid!e bar allong ttle leaf until the 
front edge of the bar is aligned with the line below ttle number that 
corresponds with the range in meters {fig 17). 

Tlile front sig~ht 
just for elevatio1n. 

post c:an be screwed in or out of its base to ad­
The wrench in the combination tool kit is used 

for thi-s purpose (fi-g 18). Lat-era1 zeroing is done by moving the 
cylindrical front sight p1ost mount from side to s~de using the lateral 
zeroing too"l (fig 19}. 

If the strike of the bullet is below the control point, the front 
sight should be screwed in. If above, it should be screwed out. If 
the strike of the bullet is to the left of the control point, the 
slide_ of the front sight should be moved to the 1 eft; if to the right, 
to the right. 

Moving the front sight slide to the left, r'iqht, up or down 1111Tl, 
chan-ges tlie strike of the bullet 26cm at 100 meters. O:ne full turn 
o1n1 the front sight post moves the strike of the bullet 2Dcm wnen fir­
ing at lOD meters. Front sight post changes should be verified by a 
group of four i ndi vidua lly aimed shots. After the weapon has. been 
zeroed~ the old mark should be removerl and a new one written in. 
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FIGURE 7. AK-47 MAGAZINE 
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FIGURE 8. LOADING MAGAZINE 
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FIGURE 9. INSERTING MAGAZINE 

1. MAGAZINE LUG 

2. MAGAZINE WELL 
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FIGURE 10. OPERATING HANDLE 
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FIGURE 11. SELECTOR HI FIRING POSITION 
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FIGURE 12. SELECTOR IN FIRING POSITION 

1 . AUTO~ .A Tl C 

2. SEMIAUTDr-IATI C 
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FIGURE 13. FOLDING STOCK 

l. STOCK 

2. STOCK LATCH 

FIGURE 14. STOCK fOLDED 
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FIGURE 15. MAGAZINE CATCH 
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FIGURE 16. OPERAT1NG HANDLE 
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FIGURE 117. REAR SIBHT 

l. SLIDE CATCH 

29 SLIDE BAR 

3. LEAF 

4. BAR FRONT EDGE 

5 • NUMBERS 
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fiGURE 18. FRONT SIGHT 

1 • FRONT SIGHT POST 
2~ BASE 
3., COMBlNATION TOOl 
4. CYUNDRICAL 'POST MOUN1 
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F I GURE: 1 9 ~ FROiNIT SIGHT 

1. FRONT SIGHT BASE 

2. SPECIAL TOOL 
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SECTION IV. DISASSEMBLY 

Unloading and clearing tlhe AK-47: Remove the magazine and pull 
the operating handle fully to the rea.r. Inspect tlhe ch.amber .and re­
ceiver to insure no cartridges ar-e pres;ent.. Re1ease the operati.ng 
~andle and pul1 the trigger (fig 20). 

Remove the bolt cover: Press the s.errated end of the driving 
spring guid-e (figl 21 }1 into tlhe bolt cover" and while ho1ding the guide 
in. lift off the bolt cover~ rear -end first {fig 22). 

Remove the driving spring assembly: Push forward on the end of 
tile driving spr"i ng1 guide {fig 23). di sengagiing it from its seat in 
the rear of the receiver (fig 24); then :pull the ccrnplete driving 
spring assembly out of the bolt carrier {fig 25). 

Remove bolt and carrier: Pull the operating hanrl1e fully to t~e 
rear (fig 25} ~ lift the bo 1 t carrier s 1 i ghtly upward {fig 27) and 
then remove the bolt and carrier by pul 1 ing H to the rear (fig 28) .. 

Remove th-e bnlt from the carri-er: Press the bolt i ntc the car­
rier {fig 29} until the bolt op-erating lug ca,., be twisted free! of its 
cam path in the carrier (fi<J 3())~ Pull the bolt straight forward and 
out of the carrier (fig 31). 

Rem-ove .gas cylinder tu~e; Rot.ate the gas cyl'lnder tube 1 ock up­
ward (fig 32 an<l 33} to free: the g.as cylinder tube. Pull up Dn1 the 
rear of the hand g1uard and remove the tube {fig 34). 

14 



F1 GU'RE 18. FRONT SIGHT 

l. FRONT SIGHT POST 
2. BASE 
3. COMBINATION TOOL 
4. CYLINDRICAL POST MOUNT 
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FIGURE 19~ FRONT SIGHT 

1. FRONT SIGHT BASE 

2. SPECIAL TOOL 
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SECTIO~ IV. DIS,ASSEMBLY 

Un 1 oad i ng and c 1 ea ring the AX.- 4 7: Remove tne magazine and pu 11 
th~ operating haru::lle fully to the re-ar. Inspect the chamber and r-e­
ceiver to insure no cartridges are present. Release the operatin~ 
handle and pull the trigger (fig 20J. 

Remove the bolt cover: Press the serrated end of the driving 
spri n9 ~u ide (fig 21 }1 into the bo H cover, and whi 1 e ho ldi n9 the guide 
in~ lift off the bolt cover, rear end first {fig 22). 

RemQve the driving spring assembly: Push forw'ard on the end of 
the c!rhi ng spring guide {fig 23), disengaging it from its seat in 
the rear of the receiver {fig 24); then pull the c001plete driving 
spring assembly out of the bolt carrier {fig 25}. 

Remove bolt and carrier: Pull the operating handl-e full,y to the 
rear (fig Z£L lift the bolt carrier slightlly upward (fig 27} and 
then remove th~ bolt and carrier by pulllng it to the rear (fig 28) .. 

Remnv:e the bnlt from the carrier: Press the bolt into th.e car­
rier (fig 29} until the bolt operating 1uy car~ be twisted free of iit-s 
cam path in the carrier (fig 30). Pull the bolt straight foNard and 
out of the carrier (fig 31). 

Rell'l{)ve 9as cylinder tub-e; Rot.ate the gas cy11nder tube 1 ock up­
ward (fig 32 and 33} to free the gas cylinder tube. Pull up on the 
rear of the hand guard and remove the tube {fi g 34). 

14 



FIGURE 20. FIGliRE 2:2:. R OV 1 G BO CO ER 

1. ECE VER 

2.. CH £R 

f GURE 23 VI G SPRrNG 
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FIG IRE 2.4. Ot StNGAGING mHVING SVRING 

rrWRE 26~ OfLEAA ING DlE 

F GURE 25. R£MOVING nRIVIf'!G SPRING AS'SEf IJLY 

F~GUP.E 27. L. F 1 G BOLT CA~RIER 
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FIGURE 30. OPERA iNG. UG 

FIGURE 28. r lOV NG CARRIER 

\ 

FIGURE 2~. PEMGVING BOl 
FI&U E 11 • 11.E.M01J NG B~L'"' 
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FIGURE 32. TUBE LOCK 

FIGURE 34. R£MOIJ1NG HAND GUA.RD 

FIGURE 33. TUBE LOCK UPWARD 
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SECTION V. REASSEMBLY 

First, eniage L~ front opening of the gas cylinder tube with the 
gas cylinder {fig 35). Then seat the rear of the tube 1nto the rear 
s1ght base (fi~ 36}. ~otate the gas cylinder tube lock dohn to 1ts 
lock pcsition lfig 37}. 

Replace the bolt: S1irle the spindle of the bolt into the carrier 
(fig 38) and r(}tate the. bolt to mate the ()perating h~g with its cam 
path. Pull the bolt as far forward as possfble in carrier (fig 39). 

Repl~re bo t carrier; Sl1de the niston into the hole under the 
rear sight (f1g 40) unt11 the (arr\er ftts 1nto its cuts ~t the rear 
of the rece1~er (fi9 41). Press the carrier rlown, with the bolt fully 
fcrward. and th~n slide the carrier fu11y forward (f1g 42}. 

Replace driving sprinq: Insert the drtvin9 spring into its hole 
in the rear of t~e carrier (fig 43) and reseat the guide 1nto its slot 
in the r~ceiver {fig 44). 

~ep 1 ace the bo 1 t cover~ insert the front end of the bo 1t cover 
;nto tre c1rcu1ar grooves in the rear s1ght base {fig 45). Apply 
tnumb pressure over the square hole 1n th& rear of the cover {fig 46); 
pres$ down and forward until the end of the dr1v1ng spr1ng guide snaps 
through the ho,e {fig 47). 

23 

FIGJ~E 35. ENGAGING TUBE 

fiGURE 36. TUB£ SEATED 



'FI GUR£ 37. liAS CY L .ER TUBE. l -C" POSITIO 

IG R£ 38. REPU!i.CHlG THE BOL-

1. SPI WLE 

2- CARRIER 
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IGJJRE 39,. BOLT CARR. ER 

FIGURE ~0. REPV.ClNG BOLT CARRIER 
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FIGURE 45. REPLACING BOLT COVER 

1. FRO~T OF COVER 

2. CIRCULAR GROOVE 

FIGURE ~7. 80LT COVER SEATED 

FIGURE 46. HOLE JH REAR OF COVER 
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SECTION VI. ACCESSORIES 

The following accessories will be issued when available with the 
AK-47: (fig 48). 

1. Combination Tool Kit 

2. Bayonet 

J,. Sl in~ 

4. Blank Firing Device 

5. Night Sighting Device 

Night Sightin-g Device: The night sighting device (fig 49) is at­
tached by snap~ing it over the sight. It can be moved out of the way 
in order to use conventional sights in the daytime. To use this de­
V'ice,, align the 1 uminous dots (fig 50) over .eacn other and on the tar­
glet,, ai,l'l'1 and fire. 

Blank f~ring device: The blank firlng device is installed by 
preSS l1 ng in the RlUZl 1 e nut lOCking p 1 unger (fig 5, 1}, unscrewing the 
muzzle nut by turning it clockwise and rep1acing it with the device 
(fig 52). It is removed the same way as the muzzle nut. 

CAUTT ON: Only b 1 an k a~m~un iti on may be fired when the blank fir~ 
in g device is in place. Do not use the cap of ttle comb ina ti on too 1 
kit as a blank firing device. 

Hand grenade 11 aunc her: The hand grenade 1 aunche r is ins ta 11 ed by 
removing the muzzle nut {fig 53) and screwing the launcher onto the 
weapon (fig 54). 

1o fire the grenade, insert a grenade with the pin JlUlled into 
the launcher. CAUTION!: A special type ca"rtridge is used for firing 
the grenade. Place tbe butt of the weapon on the ground and fire 
from this position. The maximum effective range th-e grenade can be 
n red is 150 meters. 

The bayonet (fig 55) is affixed by positioning its loops 1n front 
of the muzzle nut and gas cylinder body! and sliding the bayonet to 
the rear until the bayonet catch engages the muzzle nut (fig 56). 
The bayonet is removed by pul 1 ing the catch, located be,hind the hilt, 
away from the handle and sliding the bayonet forward .and off. 

Plastic magazine: The Soviet AK-47 metal magazine fs gradually 
being replaced by the pliastic magazine (fig1 57) which. is lighter than 
tile metal. Th-e P'lastic magazine,, be-cause it is light weight and wa­
terproof, is used mainly by marines, airborne and armor units. 
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FIGURE 48. AK-47 ACCESSORIES 

1. COMBINATION TOOL KIT 

2. !BAYONET 

3. SLING 

4. BLANK FIRINiG DEVICE 

5. rfiGHT SIGHTING DEVICE 
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FIGURE 51. LOCKING PLUN.GER 

FIGURE 49. NIGHT SIGHTING DEVICE 

1. FRONT 

2. REAR 

F1GURE 52~ BLAtill< FIRING DEVICE 

FIGURE 50. LU~l I NOUS DOTS 

1. FRONT 

2. REAR 
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FIGURE 53. f~UZZLE NUT FIGURE 55. BAYm~ET 
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FIGURE S6. BAYot~ET 

l. MUZZLE NUT 

2. GAS TUB[ 

3. LOOP 
FIGURE 54. LAUNCHER 
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FIGURE 57. PLASTIC MAGAZINE 
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SECTION VII. M~INITENANCE 

Care and c1ea.ning: The AK-47 rifle must be kept in proper work­
ing order and be ready for action. This is achieved by timely and 
capable cleaning and lubricating. 

The AK-47 assault rifle should be cleaned: 

--- During pr-eparation for fi rfng. 

--- A.fter firing with balll and blank cartridges. The receivert bore, 
chamber, gas pis ton. s 1i de and. bolt are c 1 eaned and 1 u bri cated i me­
diately after firing. Final cleaning takes place dai1y over the next 
thre~ or four days. 

--- During any combat situation and in extende-d exercise; daily dur­
ing noncombat action periods. 

--- No less than once a week if the rifle is not used. Oil should be 
placed only on well cle~aned and dry metal surfaces irmrediately afte~r 
cleaning so that moisture is not allowed to for11 on the metal. 

38 
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FIGURE 57~ PlASTIC MAGAZINE 
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SECTION VII. MAINTENANCE 

Care and cleaning,: The AK-47 rifle must be kept in prope~ work­
fng order and be ready for action. This is achieved by timely aru:l 
capable cleaning and lubricating. 

The AK-47 assault rifle should be cleanerl: 

--- During preparation for firin-g. 

---After firin-g with hall and blank cartridges .• The receiver, bore, 
chamber. gas pis ton~ s l ide and bo1 t are c 1 eaned and lubricated i nme­
diately after firing. Final clleaning takes place daily over the next 
three or four days. 

--- During any combat situation and in extended exerci s~; daily dur­
ing noncombat action periods. 

--- No less than once a week if the rifle is not used.. Oil should be 
placed only on well cleaned and dry metal surfaces irnnediately after 
cleaning so that moisture is not allowed to form on the metal. 
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SECTl OR V' I I 1. SERVICE AN C TRAIN lNG AMMUN fTI ON 

The AK-47 automatic rifle fires ttle 7 .. 62x39nn round~ M1943.. Tbe 
rounds have varying construction depending upon ttleir purpose. Th~ 
weight of the bullets and their ~uzzle velocity are select~d so that 
fi rinQ with the different bullets can be CClflduct~d with the same s iQht 
settings. Ammunition is divided intQ service and auxiliary types. 

1. Service aiA!luni tio:n: and its use 

Service armrun i ti on is divided into ba 11 cartridges and spe·c i a 1 
purpose cartridges~ 

Ball armunition is used to engage enemy personnel~~ 

Special ammunition, d~pending upon its construction~ is designed 
for target indication and correction of fire:l igniting fuel and high1y 
inflarnnab1e objec.ts ,, and for destroying 1 ightly armored targets~ 

Tracer cartr1d1ges are designed for target i ndi cation~ f 'i re: adjust­
mentt signal purposes and engaging personnel. Tracer bullets can ig­
nite straw roofs~ dry grass~ etc. The path of ttle bullet is indicated 
lly a red flame. The flatne can be seen for a distance of 700 meters4 

AP-incendiary cartridge5 are used to destroy fuel {kerosene, gaso­
line} and for destroying targets protected by t~in a~or plating at 
ranges up to 300 ~eters. 

Incendiary cartr'idge~ ar!! us.ed to de~s,troiy fuel in iron tanks up to 
3 mil 1 imeters th~i· ck. Incendiary cartr1 dges al· s.o contain a trace~r ele­
lllent. The patti of the bullet is indicated by a red flame which can be 
seen day or night.. It can be seen fe~r a distance up to 700 meters. 

2. Training ~nition, purpose !n~ ~onstruction 

Training an111unition includes drilled and blank 7 ._6Znn rounds,M1943. 

Drilled rounds a,re designe-d for tra.ining in 1 oading and ft ring. 
On the body or the cartridge case there~ arE! longitudinal grooves., and 
on the cartridge casl! 100uth there are marks from the c1amping device .. 
The primer is pierced. There is no propellant in the cartridge case. 

Blank cartridges are designed for simulating fire and are used in 
tactical exercises~ There is no bullet in the blank cartridges. T~e 
mouth is sealed by a star (rosette) crimp. It is dangerous to stand 
closer ttlan 10 meters away from the R~Jzzle face when blank cartridges 
are being fired. 
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