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IKTRODUCTIOM TO W!APOMS AND 
ASSASSINS 

History tells or innumerable 
aeeaeeinationa fro• the earlieet recorda at 
the dawn or history ri,ht throuch to today •e 
newspaper headline• . Mo era hee ~en 
spared the work or madmen and fanatica as 
they continue to attempt to change the path 
or history with sincular acta . It ie 
altogether too ea1y to track down 
biocraphlee of the slain ones . Information 
on the lll~ere 11 u1ually spare•. 

History feels the influence of these 
lndlviduale . Por Juet one elt&lllple, what 
might the world have become had not the 
father or Alexander the Great, Phillip II of 
Macedon been assassinated? If there had 
bean no Locueta (the polaoner) alght the 
Roaan !Bpira have flourished under a cood 
leader like 8rittanlcua? 

Knowing that auoh oharl&e can be eaally 
and quickly wrought in modern tiaea it is no 
wonder that we often hypothesise 
oonepiraciea and plotters who are 
deliberatly attempting to influence evente 
to suit some dlabolocal plan. It ie eaay for 
terror1eta and tanatioe to get and uee 
efficient killing weapons in the modern 
world. The historical aaeaee1n needed tar 
110re effort and training to perfora IIUrder. 

Over and over again history recorda that 
the captured aeesaee1n waa iaaed1ataly put 
to death, executed, tortured, or simply 
escaped . Those aesaeaina or our own age 
aeea to tall mostly into the two catagoriee 
or madmen (who gat eo .. warped 
satisfaction out or klllinc a public figure) or 
conspirators (tarroriata or fanatica who are 
tar fro• proteaeional 1n their pursuit or the 
v1ot1a) . 

Aeeaaaination has a direct and i ... diate 
etfeot. It is a elmple and economical aotion 
compared to the difficult task or 
oonetruotive political or eocial action. In 
order to disable a political body, lt le 
simpler to remove the head than to deatroy 
the entire body. To kill an idea by 
el1111nating its roreaoet opponent - the oold 
logic is apallingly easy to Understand . 
Governments often accuse each other or 
these tactics although auooeeetul &«encies 
are known ae executioners rather than 
aeeaeeine. 

Before gunpowder made aeeaeeination a 
possible career for any lunatic there were 
many obetaclee to efficient killing. Thie 
book describes the ancient methode and the 
eecret arts or murder perfected b~ 
profeeaionale. 



GUILDS AND SOC11TIIS OF ASSASSINS 

•The .. n who kil l • tor a price reaarda 
indiacriainate killinc aa tooliah and 
unprofitable. Ke ia ae likely to kill anyone 
without cettinc paid for it aa a banker ia to 
lend aoney at no lntereat.• 

-B,J, HUrwood , Society and the 
A .. a .. in 

When apeakinc ot orfanisationa 
dedicated to the tine ar ot ak1lltul murder 
there are really only three proper h1ator1cal 
exam~lea• The Order of Aaeaa1ine, The 
Ninja, an4 The Thuc• ot India . In eaoh oa1e 
thlll croup• were dedicated to tra1n1nc 
member• in the preoi1e technique• tor 
quickly and 1ilently diepatchin& their ohoaen 
v1ot1me. 

Althouch no other hiatorioal example• 
are well-documented there may be a aimple 
r eaaon tor thi11 auooeaal We oan eaaily 
imac1ne an eft1c1ent and dedicated aecret 
croup ot A•••••1na l1v1nc 1n !yaantium, 
Renaiaaanoe Italy, or aixteenth century 
!urope, No doubt there would be a autt1o1ent 
demand tor their ••rv1oea 1 but how would we 
know about the exiatanoe ot any truly 
auoouatul croup. conaider that any auoh 
group would have to rely on co~lete 
aecrecy in order to prevent their 
extermination by the lawful authoritiea. To 
take another point ot view, it would be 
equally profitable to work for the 
aatabliahed government, aa innumerable 
government agenciee have done (and, no 
doubt , continue to do) , 

The Weatern European hired aeeaeain1 
that hiatory haa deacribad are usual ly 
amateur killere and known criminala. The 
aeeaaaination of Thomas Becket by a 
drunken mob of King Henry the Second'a 
Barone waa a typical aedieYal killins. 
Getting a few etrongara ewordmen together 
and ambuahinc the victim was uaually the 
height ot technique. 

So assume that other •Guilds• of 
Aaaaaaine exieted and you'll find no real 
disagreement from the historical record, 
You '11 a imply find that there is no 
confirmation an4 that any details concerning 
them must be left to your imagination. 
Perhaps the methode of the groupe described 
in this book wil l inspire that imaginative 
effort . 



T17& bR'>&R bf" A..S.S~ts.SIN$ 
History of the 
Order of Assassins 

After the death of Mo~ed, the 
Prophet of Islaa, contusion over a proper 
eucceesor led to the religion's separation 
into SUMHI and SHIITI factions. The 
doainant Sunni taction baliav~ that the 
leadership or IIW' should tall to a 
qualified leader elected by the faithfUl. The 
Shlitea believed that euooaaeion should fall 
to the family of Muhammed (specifically to 
Ali , the huaband ot Mohammad'• daushter 
Pati-). 

Arter Mohammed'& death in 6)2 the 
succession became more and more a aatter 
ot contention between the mainetreaa 
Sunnitea and the ainority Shiitee. Plnal ly, in 
765 Jl\lsa al-!Cada was recognized by the 
ma3orlty of Shiites aa the seventh Iaan or 
legitiaate euoceeeor to Mohammed. 
However, Jl\laa had an older brother, Ismail, 
who had been disinherited by their father. 
The Shiite extremeate clung to the belief 
that Ismail and his descendants were the 
only true Imana that followed. These 
ISXAILIS becaae a etrong secret sect and 
later eatabliahed the Patiaia Empire. 

In 1094 the Patimid Khali!, Muatanair, 
died leaving behind three aona. Although the 
eldest, N1sar, wae not successful in seizing 
power he waa the inspiration for the Nlsari 
Iamaili sect which came to be known as the 
Order of Asaaealns. 

HASSAN-I SABBAH becaae the leader of 
the Iamalli movement i n Perala and Iraq and 
created a well-organized underground or 
many followere. In 1090 he had himself 
smuggled into the formidable castle or 
ALAKOT. The former owner eventually 
realised that hie fortreea waa coapletely 
infiltrated and was allowed to leave (with a 
draft for ) , 000 Dinars in payaent). Ha88an 
spent the next thirty- rive years in Alaaut 
dlrecti~ the Order of Assassins. 

Having no oraanised a~ and no great 
wealth, Hassan was unable to fight an 
effective war. Assassination had a long 
history in Islam and Hassan had no shortage 
of ranatios willina to die tor hie oauae . In 
1092 the !lrat assassination was completed 
and it set the pattern for all the subsequent 
aote . 

Bu Tahir Arrani diaguised himself aa a 
Sufi holy man and approached the litter or 
the Vizir Nisam al-Mulk. On the pretext or 
presenting a petition Bu drew a knife and 
killed the Visir. He was slain in turn after 
he trip~d on the tent ropes while 
atteapting to escape. 

Hasean established the title of Pidaie 
who were to be trained in the use or the 
da~gar, in di~sea, in l~ea and in 
court etiquette . These devotees were taucht 
total obedience to the Master and were told 
that ordinary religioua beliefs ware for the 
maaeee and that only the Iman had true 
eternal knowledge. The Master 
de11onetratad his power to the Sultan' s 
eaiesariea b~ nodding to a young Pldai who 
iutediately drew a knlte and alit hie own 
throat . Thia waa followed by another Pidai 
Juaplng to hie death froa a parapet on 
co.-and . In response to the ambassador's 
demanda he explained that another 60,000 
men would obey him with the same 
enthuaiaam . 

Kasaan was just aa ruthless in hie 
peraonal dedication to hie Order . He 
repelled invasions of Alamut by trickery, 
aasaaeination, bribery, and out-and-out 
liea. He baniahed all women from the 
fortress in 1108 (including hie wife and 
dauchtera). All three of his eona were 
executed, two tor dlsobediance and the third 
tor having a drink from a wineskin. 

The largest threat ever raced by Kasaan 
was the Seljuke led by Sultan Muhammad 
Tapar. Hie death led to a brier pauae in 
hoetilltiee and the removal of a seige at 
Alamut. Aa his aucceaeor, Sanjar, waa 
proceeding to reau.ae the auault he was 
delayed. One aorning he awoke to find a 
dagger planted in hie pillow and a note froa 
Haaaan offering peace. Sanjar found it 
convenient to aaree. 

Haasan appointed Buzurg Uaid to be hie 
eucceaaor before hie death in 1124. Uald 
broke with the will of Hassan by appointina 
hie own son and creating a dynasty that 
lasted until 1256 . Eaoh of the seven 
aembare of the dynaety differed greatly in 
philosophy and their capacity to rule. It was 
probably the inconsistency of their various 
reicns that prevented a vast expansion of 
their faith . 



Marco Polo described a training ground 
tor the Aesaaaina aa a copy or Paradise 
taken !roa the Koran. Prior to being given 
an assignment the Pidai would be druaged. 
He would than awaken in 'Paradise' 
surrounded by beautiful women and aardena. 
Attar describing hie 'dream ' he would be 
told that it was a foretaste o! what woul d 
happen to him attar he committed an 
aeeassination. 14any commentators have also 
desoribed the Pidai as being high on hashish 
during thier assaults . Neither ot these 
stories la as convincing as the real religious 
tanatioiaa exhibited by the Asaaaalna. 

Although Aaaaaaina would go to great 
lengths to hide themselves prior to 
coaalttlng their murders they were always 
very open about the crime iteelt. The Order 
seems to have uaod assassinations as a tool 
ot terrorism aa much aa a way o! eliminating 
troublesome persona. 

It ia ironic that the Aaaaaaine were 
eventually felled by rotten leadership , 
Khurahah who had ascended to the Iman in 
1255, decided to submit to the threat o! the 
Mongola. Travelling with the mongol leaders 
he ordered the surrender of over a hundred 
Aeaaaain !ortreaees. In 1256 Alaaut was 
surrendered. Althoueh it was recaptured by 
the reaaining Assassins in 1275 it held out 
tor only another year. Aasaasina continued 
in name and occasionally in dead tor 
centuries but were broken as a major power 
in the world. 



Map of the Middle East of the Order of Assassins 
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Mission of Assassination 
Surrounded by bodycuarda the Grand 

Vidr or Khuraean, Palthral-Xulk, wae 
approached by a lone becaer holding out a 
petition, Allowing the begger to coae 
forward be wae just starting to read the 
petition when the 'begger', actually a Pidaie 
from the Order of Aaaa•eina, brought out a 
daager and fatally stabbed the Vi&ir. 

A1though immediately seized by the 
cuards, the aeaassin was not through with 
hie mission. Under tortured he revealed the 
names o! twelve accomplices in hie crime . He 
died with the satisfaction of having killed 
thirteen enemiea or the Order ot Aeaasaina 
with a single dagger thrust . 



Costumes of the Order of Assassins 

Although the Order of Aeeaea1na tavored 
the wearinc ot pure white garwente they 
were trained in diaguieing the~eelvee aa 
any oonoelvable -~ber of Ialamlc eoo.lety . 
'l'rainlng emphaebed the uee of the dagger 
and it wae their exolueive weapon. In 
addition eaoh Pidair wae trained in speaking 
all the neceeeary dialecte ae well ae how to 
behave 1n court and foraal aituatione eo aa 
not to appear out ot place. 

® 
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Thug History 
Aa early as the eichth century there have 

bean accounts of Islaaic axtremeat groups 
•ncaatnc 1n ritual stranclinc· Although 
thaaa early inoidenta aay or may not have 
any connection with tha ninataanth century 
'fhuga it is certain that the Thlrteenth 
Century saw at least a thouaand thugs 
exiled fro• Dllhl. No doubt the killings of 
the Th~a had been caine on !or centuries 
prior to the British crack-down in the early 
1800s . 

Thugs are worahlppers o! Kali, one o! 
the goda of the Hindu pantheon. K&li 
thirsted !or blood and her ugly black statue 
was often rituallY coated in tha blood of 
sacrificial animals. Sha ia uaually shown 
boldine a drawn sword, a nooae and a club 
and wreathed in human skulls. Aocordlnc to 
ThU& lore she originally oaae to eat all the 
bodlea of the victima. Unfortunately, one 
ThU& violated her aost sacred taboo - be 
looked back and saw her eatinc. As it was 
not a pretty sight abe vowed that abe would 
never eat that way again. But as 
coapanaation tor her devout worahippere 
ahe gave thea one of her taeth to be used as 
a pickaxe !or the digginc or gravaa . 

The Thugs were also known as Thugees, 
Phansipra (the Hindustani word for noose 
ia Phanai) , Ari Tulucar (in Tamul) and Tant1 
Callaru (in Canareae). The word Thug !Ileana 
deceiver in northern India. In oontraat with 
the extrema religioue aeperation that 
divides India to this day, tha Thugs have 
always consisted o! different proportions of 
Hindus and Moslems workin« to«ether. 
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Althouch soae forty thousand people 
~aterioualy Yaniahe4 in India 1n a alngle 
year ( 1812) , the British authorities 4i4 not 
have the slightest suspicion that the !huge 
exiate4. Had the Thugs continued 1n their 
e~reae ritual killing they alght never have 
been diecovered, According to tradition 
certain caatee, diat1gure4 persona, wo~en 
and other people involved in aotivities .like 
burial ritea oou14 never be killed. 

The ao4erni~ation of the Thugs lead to 
their diecovery by the Britieh General .Sir 
Williaa Sleeaan. Through hie dedication and 
careful inveat1gat1ve work the whole aecrat 
aociety of the Thug• waa eventually 
revaaled . Jy 1848 the e~eraination or the 
fhuga waa coaplete. Sleeaan was intelligent 
enough to provide alternative education and 
career• to the Thug• and their aona, thereby 
coapletinc the elimination or the cult . The 
ritual atrangulation peraiated in Bengal and 
-.y atill coeur there rroa time to tiae . 

~TIJC OF I<ALI 
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Thug Background 

At the age or thirteen or eo the rather of 
a young Thug would bring hia aon a l ong on 
the yearly expedition. They would wait until 
the last rains of the monsoon season were 
over and venture out to the household of a 
respected Thug leader. 

The gang would gradually drift in to the 
house of the leader. When all were present 
the ceremonies would begin, A prieat of Kali 
and tour of the Thugs of hlgheet character 
would sit on a carpet reserved for the 
rituals . The others would sit around the 
room awaiting the results with some 
anxiety . After being handed a braes plate 
filled with rice, wheat and two silver coins, 
the priest would be asked what the day, hour 
and direction of the next expedition should 
be. The priest would contemplate and 
eventually aupply the proper information 
and the cane would go back to their hoaes 
until that tiae, 

On the seleoted day the previous 
cereaony would be repeated with a braes jug 
of water and a white hankerchiet containg 
one silver coin, two copper coins , five places 
of tumeric and the consecrated pickaxe 
prepared . The priest would lead the group to 
a secluded place outside the village and the 
ceremony would begin. The leader of the 
Thugs would cry out to Kali asking tor a 
sign. After engaging in group prayer all 
would wait tor some kind of sign. If no sign 
was observed within thirty minutea or it a 
bad omen occured then the expedition was 
cancelled and the priest selected a new day. 

Once a favourable omen was received the 
Thug leaders and the priest would remain 
and meditate on the goddess for the next 
seven hours. Meanwhile all the others would 
make all the preparations for the long 
travel . Even after leaving any bad omen 
before the next day's aid-day meal aeant 
that the expedition must be cancelled. 

After the second day of the Journey the 
group would split up into saall groupe. A 
pair of Thuga disguised as baggers assigned 
to scout ahead might leave four or six hours 
before the reat. The next group of eight 
dressed as ooldiere would then leave . Then 
larger groups posing as merchants or 
pilgrims would leave at intervals until the 
fUll 40 to 150 Thugs were in motion on the 
roads. 

Whenever a group found an appropriate 
set of viot1mo they would leave ~:~&rke in the 
ground tpdicating when and how the other 
groupe were to join them. A proper killing 
would not take place until the Thugs 
outnumbered their victims by at least three 
to one. Thugs were constantly on the watch 
for bad omena and were rorbidden to kill a 
great variety of people including certain 
holy men , aweepero , maimed or sick people 
and women. There were a great variety of 
peculiar rules to be followed. People 
wearing gold orna~ents could not be killed 
in the first week ot an expedition, the 
braying of a donkey indicated a definite 
victim, and a rabbit running acrose the road 
from right to left meant that all currently 
marked victims ware to be let go . 

The new Thug recruit saw nona of the 
murders. Having a fun time and riding on 
ponies while acouting he would always be in 
the company of other young Thuae. By the 
end of the first expedition he will only know 
that the Thugs engage in robbery. It won't 
be until the third expedition that he will be 
allowed to see an actual atrangllng, 
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Once exposed to the reality ot the Thugt 
llvea he will be allowed to dig craves and 
butcher the bodies . !Yen at this stace they 
are rewarded with a share in the loot . 
Eventually they are allowed to hold the !eat 
ot the victims being strangled , The rank of 
SHUMSEEA ia given to someone who actually 
directs the victim before death and holds 
their hands while they a re strangled, 

TUPONEE ie the ritual where the raw 
sugar GOOR is eaten after a murder is 
coapleted . No one but Thugs who have 
strangled with their own hands are allowed 
to eat the sacrad Goor which repreaents the 
flesh of the tiaer. 

It a youth wiahee to become a strangler 
or BHURTOTE than he must seek out a 
GURU or teacher and become an apprentice . 
If accepted there will be a period o! years 
when he is taught the proper method of 
folding and knotting the yellow or white ail• 
scarf . One end must be knotted around a 
ailver rupee such that it is ti.ght but withov 
an end showing. 

When the young Thug has finally learned 
to usa the RUMAL with speed and strength a 
victim will be selected . The first victia ia 
uaually an elderly traveller. Several older 
Thugs will observe the omens for a time 
while the viotim sleeps. When Kali is 
believed to have fiven the proper signal 
then they will qu okly shake the viotim 
awake hold him for the killing. The youth 
now whips the Rumal around the victim' s 
neck, catches it, twists and then turna hie 
knuckles inward toward the neckbone until 
death arrives. 

The tiret killing ie a tiae of great 
rejoicing and cereaony. Delighted with hie 
new statue, the new Bhurtote gives a feast 
for hie Guru's family and is accepted as a 
full member of Thug societv . 

TRADITIONS OP A THUO 

Thugs were often prominent or trusted 
••~bare of Indian society. One elderly 
gentleman waa chosen by a British Governor 
aa a companion tor the Governor's young 
children. !very year the old Thug would 
request a month ott to 'visit his aged 
mother' and leave to commit dozens of 
atrangllngs. He was described as completely 
gentle and trustwortl\y by his employers. 

Thugs engaged in their trade because of 
holy duty to Kali. Aa to their vlctime1 "The~ 
destiny is written on their foreheads. • 
Thugs were quick to defend themselves aa 
upright membera of society. 

"A thief is a contamtible being, but a 
Thug ••• Never! It a banker's treasure ware 
before me, and entrusted to ~ care , 'tho 1n 
hunger and dying I would spurn to steal ," 
said one Thug . But he continued with, "But 
let a banker go on a journey and I would 
certainly murder him.• 

Thugs were paraistant in puraulnf a 
victia marked by Kali . One Muslim ott car 
travelling from Punjab to Oudh with two 
servants was approached by Thugs in a 
variety or disguiaea . Warned about Thug 
activity he refused to travel with any or the 
various groups who approached him. Finally, 
in a remote location he found a group ot 
ooldiere wailing around a fresh grave . They 
explained that they had juat burled their 
leader but , because they were not literate, 
they could not read the proper eulogy fro• 
the Koran. Would the kl.nd officer help thea? 
Yee, and when kneelinc over the holy book 
for prayer the Thugs on either side of hia 
found good use for the fresh grave. 



A Typical Thug Killing 

A group of prosperous Indian merchants is 
travelling on the long road from Dackar to 
Hinduatan. The trip will take at least 
fifteen days and in llll1lY ways is dangerous 
and unpredictable. Naturally, meeting any 
other party heading in the same direction 
can be ~uite a relief - the more people in a 
particular croup, the less chance there will 
be ot bandits attacking. 

This particular group or newcomers is 
welcome because they are or tho same 
religion and caste. They alao aeem to be 
~uite taailiar with ~he road and can 
confidently give helpful directions. Within a 
day or two it ia difficult to tell which 
individuals belonced to which group. The 
newcomers have been extremely friendly and 
helpful - surely a good sign that such 
comrades have been encountered. 

Suddenly, one ot their number yells out 
•Tombako kha lo•, 'get out your tobacco• . 
Coincidently, each or the original party is 
seated directly in front of one of the 
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newcomers and all are instructed to look 
upwards ••• Just in time to have a scarf 
thrown around their necks by the person 
behind them. 

Strangled froa the rear, their handa are 
seized by the one with whom they were just 
conversing. Their lege are pulled out by yet 
another or the thug•· Within seconds all the 
original party is dead. Their bodies are 
dragged over to a shallow grave where they 
are stripped and otherwise prepared. To 
asoure that the grave will not be diaccvered 
deep slashes are made in the abdoooen {to 
prevent swelling) and all the major joints ere 
slashed {to prevent rigor mortie}. A dagger 
is alao thrust into each eye, thus 
guarantying the death of the victim. 

Minutes after the fatal call the bodies 
are concealed and there is no trace whatever 
or tha crime that has ocoured. The Thugs 
then continue their travals, looking for tho 
next likely group of viotimo. 



Thug Techniques 

Technique b iJaPortant . Viti\ 110st of the 
Thugs the apprentice spent .any years 
learn1nt; to tie the perfect knot. After 
foldinc the ecart, one end •uat be tied 
around a coin tightly, yet without the end 
protruding. Then the strangler holds the 
other end and toaaea the knotted end around 

With other Thua groupe there were 
varia tiona. Two popular Yariationa 
aentioned 1n the literature include uain& a 
cord with a loop that could be tightened and 
the uae ot a continuouslY twisted and 
tightened ecarf. The River Thuae ueed 
another method1 one thug would toea the 
cord around the viotia'e neck an4 another 
would catch it . They would then pull 1n 
oppodte directions while a third '!'hug pulled 
the victim's head backward. 

I 
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A IJK&R COMWJN TO 
IH!RTHriW IMJJA --:1 

the •ict!.'a throat . This knot is eaucht with 
the tree hand, together the hands tichten 
with a quick twiat and the final praaaure ia 
exerted by puahlnt; the knucltl .. o! both 
hands inward on the back ot the viotim'a 
neolt , preferable directly on top of the neck 
bone e. 

Startina at as yoUII& an aa• as ten, the 
'l'hua apprentice INSt learn the proper care 
of the sacred pickaze. Dil&in& ot gravee and 
the preparation ot bodies were also ot sreat 
1•portanoe. Pinelly, no Thug training would 
be oo~lete without learning the ritual 
preparatio~ of Coor, a raw susar treat eaten 
at every cere•onial occaeion. 

® 



RIIMAL OR Rl#tW. 

ONlY A WHITE OR 'YEl.LOW SILK 
SCNtF' OR JWfDI<ERCJ.IJEF WAS 
ClS£D BY TJE TIIIJ&S. 

MJ..ED TIGHT 

.S lft.WG MOUfP THE VICTIM'S THif()I(T' 
n UGHTTNG JI>EEP. 

CA/161/T WITH F'REE HNVD 
7WLST 
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SHRET HATCH 
C1'00 1fT WATERUNE 

River Thugs 
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Thugs who plied their trade on the 
well-travelled rivers of India wars 
cU.f.terent froa their land-baaed brothers 1n 
eeveral waye, Unlike the other Thugs, who 
ueua~ly went on expeditions on a seasonal 
basis, the River Thugs engaged in a 
year-round trade. Their method of 
strangulation was di£ferent (see Thug 
Techniques) and they prepared the bodies by 
simply breaking the backbone and attaching 
weights. 

River Thugs toot great pride in their 
boat and travellers were often attracted to 
the superior quality and appearance o! the 
Thug cra.tt. These boats ware alec specially 
modified with concealed openings at the 
water line used for disposinc of the bodies. 

In addition to the crew there wo~d be 
groupe or Thugs posing au wel~-ott 
travellers at the dock areas. By offerin, 
advice about the quality and price or the 
different boats they would persuade the 
travellers to take passage on the Thug 
craft . When the captain found the river 
cleared of other traffic he would signal by 
tapping three tiaaa on the deck. 

Land Thugs o.tten worked tocether with 
the River Thugs and used their boats ln 
their expeditions. Because of the tight 
security of the River Thugs they might never 
have been detected had it not been tor their 
rslationahip with the others. 



Thug costumes 
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Map of Thugee India 
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Ninja History 
As is typical of many of the arts and 

traditions ot Japan, the tolkhero roehiteune 
is credited with starting the first Ninja 
school. Yoahltewne ie alao credited by eoae 
Japanese sources aa being Gengie Khan. The 
truth of theae legends ia equally dubious. 

During the long periods of turmoil and 
contusion between the twelfth and the 
sixteenth centuries the Ninja were in real 
daaand. Gradually over thie time the lords 
ot the Iga and Koga clans devoted 1110re and 
mora ettort to training apeoialiced Ninja. 
These agents could then be hired out 
profitably for espionage, aaeaaaination and 
ailitary purposes. 

The strongest of the Ninja lords were 
stationed in Iga Province and eventually 
inspired the wrath of the christian torcea. 
In 1581 General Oda lad a 40,000 man force 
to de&troy 4,000 Ninja and all of their baaea 
in rca. 

Ninja activity in Xoga had always been 
tar leas orcanimed (with up to 50 competing 
clans). Between the Iga refugees and the 
Xoga clans numerous Ninja supplied the 
needs ot the feuding lords . In 16)7 the Ninja 
played out their last .. jor war role when 
the Tokugawa Shogun's ·~ defeated the 
rebel christiana ot Kyuahu . 

After Japanese society stabilited , the 
Ninja cradually drifted into civilian 
occupations. Many became law-enforcement 
and govern.ent intelligence agents. Per 
several generations the 'gardeners• of the 
Shogun remained Iga Ninja. 

Ninja 
After travelling for weeka in a variety of 

guises ranginc from itenerant soldier to 
wandering priest to simple peasant the tt.B 
finally co .. a to don the black Ninja garb. 
Looming over the landscape 1e the loe&l 
Dai~o•a castle. Surrounded by a moat and 
high walla and guarded by ever present 
guards, it presents an imposing facade to 
anyone other than a trained NinJa. 

The tiret step to penetration consists or 
crosainf the moat. This ie easily 
aooompl shed with the uae of breathing 
tubes that leave only a tiny wake in the 
water indicating passage. 

Long hours spent in learning to cllab are 
profitably uead to acale the tirat portion or 
the eecarpaent. Tha final high wall is 
conquered once a padded grapplinc hoot has 
been secured to the edge. 

A passing cuard requires a rew mo .. nta 
ot the Ninja ' s tiae - not to attack but 
aerely to asauaa the position or atillneee 
and invisibility while he passes . 

Moving silently throuch the inner 
sanctum, the Ninja finally locates his prey. 
Several bodyguards present little di~tieulty 
aa the Ninja raiaea hiaael~ up above the 
ceiling beams and travels directly over the 
sleeping Dai~o . Once overhead a thin 
thread is lowered down to the aleeping 
aan •a mouth. Then amall drops of poison are 
dribbled down the thread. 
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Unfortunately, the Dai~o awakes at 
this point . As he calla the alarm, the ninja 
must flea the awakening etronghold. Swlftly 
the Ninja moves to the opposite aide of the 
castle. Caltropa are teased on the floor 
behind him as he paeaea, either crippling or 
slowing hie pursuers. When the ena~ is 
actually in sight several Shuriken are 
ewiftly toeeed in their direction. 

Once on the ramparts there are guards 
directly bl ocking the Ninja. Par fro• 
retreating he chargee directly towards the 
obstacle. Just as he reaches aword range he 
dives forward into a roll that takes him 
behind the two guards. Drawing his short 
aword on rieing, he dispatches one cuard 
before he has completely turned around . The 
other guard ie acre cautious but is 
distracted by a handful of stinging duet 
pulled !rom a hidden pocket and thrown 
directly into hie eyes. 

Diving over the wall into the moat he 
seems to coapletely dieapear. In apite or 
the earn&~t aaarching of cuarde no trace 1e 
aver found. Among the usual travelera yet 
another buddhist beggar-prieet walks the 
dusty road towards the eaetle the next 
aornlng. At the castle gate he deaamde 
sanctuary in the naaa of the thousand eyes 
and arme ot the merciful Kwannon 
dai-boeateu. He ia admitted when yet 
another batch of tired Samurai ride out in 
pursuit of the aiasing Ninja. 

IIOKKA/00 



teamwork was an important coaponent in 
Ninja strategy. By us~ the b .. t aldlls of 
each ftinja in eeperate places the ene~ was 
often intialdated with the feeling that all 
Ninja were superhuman. Ninja also liked 
usinc a team 1n euoh a way that 1t appeared 
that only one Ninja was responsible for a 
creat deal of destruction. The use of Ninja 
agents already placed inside an ene~ camp 
wee aleo quite effective . 

One effective Ninja tactic involved 
deliver~ a false message to an enemy lord. 
The message would call for a reply and the 
Ninja would wait for the response . He would 
then deliver the response or a careful 
substitute to tba other ene~ lord. Once the 
Ninja established himself as a meesanger he 
aicht go on indefinitely while intercept~ 
valuable information and creating 
aiein!ormation or dissention between the 
eneay l.orda 

IIUGEl-KUNEI NO JUTSU refers to the 
Ninja tactic of anonyalty. Every Ninja wae 
supplied with at l.east two identities from 
ohlldbood. This enabled a Ninja easily slip 
from one personality to another. Ninja 
typically maintained two or more separate 
oaraere and families in order to provide safe 
retreats and better information on ens~ 
actions. In several oaeea Ninja leaders 
actually set up 1mac1nary competing Ninja 
organisations so they could be employed by 
both aides 1n a oon!liot. The moat sucoesatul. 
Ninja were so secretive that no ono over 
discovered their real identities. 

NinJa Winter Tecmlques 
Changing from his typical black garb the 

Ninja could become an equally effective 
winter aa88ssin or tighter. Every piece of 
the Ninja costume would be duplicated in 
white . Even the sword scabbard and hilt 
would be changed to pure white material.e . 

To walk on the surtaoe of hard-packed 
snow or ice a device with five metal. blades 
would ~ attached to the white tabi. After 
proper training a l'finJa coulc1 run over the 
surface of the snow leaving behind only a 
set of puzzlinc paralled aarks. 
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Another Ninja technique involved the 
use of KUJI-KlRI, a series of tincer 
aoveoente with m&&ical significance. Aside 
from hel.ping the Ninja to concentrate or 
reotore energy, it could al.so be used to 
hypnothe or stun an ene~ into aoiDBntary 
inaction. The eighty-one fincer aotione 
coul.d also be used as a kind of 
communication when silence was necessary. 

Spiritually the Ninja were trained in 
SHUGENDO Buddhism that stressed using 
the inner resources of the mind and body. Aa 
with most ot the Samurai JUtsu, 
practicioners of Ninjutsu felt that spiritua 
enlifhtenment was necessary for exceptional 
phye cal activity and awareness . 

Por travell1ng over ice-covered l.akea • 
rivers the Ninja used specially designed 
blades . The device consisted of two blades 
on each foot, one in the front near the toe1 
and the other in the back near the heel. Wi1 
these bl.adee the Nin ja had superb balance. 

Tra~ took place at every opportun11 
with the wearing of GETA or wooden ologs 
on the ice. Wearing theae ackward anc1 
slippery shoes, the Ninja developed 8\lre 
balance that served him well in a variety ol 
situations. 

The DOKA was a pocket heater made or 
o.n outer shell of metal. This was filled wl1 
hot coals and made a convinient hand 
warmer. It was also useful. for eettin& fire• 
and touching off flame-arrows. 



Map of Ninja Japan 
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Ninja Training 
THE NINJA LIPELONG TRAINING 

In order to become a Ninja one had to be 
born into one of the clans. Training began as 
soon as possible and very young children 
were taucht how to dielocate bones in order 
to slip free of bonds . 

Located in secret Mountain locations, the 
Ninja oonduoted training away !rom society 
in general as well as from rival Ninja clans. 
As with any Japan••• martial art form, the 
aaetere or SENSEI o! Ninjutsu ware 
accorded great reapect. Training -s also 
based on TORIMAKI , secret documents 
relating to the heritage and techniques of 
each Ninja family. 

Training in the varioua fighting arts 
(JUTSU or JITSU means skill or art) was a 
life-long pueuit. KDlJUTSU or 
sword-trainingJ K'IUJUTSU or archeryJ 
IARIJUTSU or spear-training, BOJITSU or 
stick-fi&htingJ and IAIJUTSU or the art o! 
quick-drawing the sword , were all part of 
standard NinJil training. Since a Ninja might 
be called on to serve ss an epy in an ane=,y 
army tor years 1t was necessary that he 
know all the skills of the varioue soldiers. 

Sword trainine concsntrated on the 
special Ninja short sword (similar to a 
Wakazashi). In arohory the NinJa epeicialized 
in the short bow. Different RYU or echoole 
had different specialties. The Kyushin Ryu 
was noted !or BIS&NTO, or wide-bladed 
spear, techniques. In the Pudo Ryu, Iaijutsu, 
or fast-draw techniques, were used with 
swords and daggere to great e!feot . 

The Ninja also had to learn horse-riding 
and a variety of courtly skills in order to 
pass for one of hi£her rank when disguiead. 
A Ninja had to be more than simply literate, 
he had to be able to pass tor different 
member• of society and be able to forge 
different styles of writing. 

Climbing was a eeperate art for the Ninja 
and meMt years of training and practice. In 
a4dltion the tlinja had to learn to juap 
across wide gaps, to run !or long periods of 
time, and to escape from various binding• 
and types of rooms . 
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A Ninja spent a lifetime learning new 
waye of escaping detection. Holding 
perfectly atill for houre was mandatory . 
Hiding in gape between larce objecta, in 
trees and roof spaces, and blending into 
ehadowe were all necessary ekille. Imitating 
animal sounds and learning to distract 
attention by throwing small objects also 
helped in evading notice. 

Disguising himself in e variety of ways 
meant that the Ninja must be well versed in 
the typical eull-tallt of those profeaeione. 
In order to safely fit in the mainetreaa of 
Japanese society other skills like 
caligraphy, music-making, and art had to be 
learned. A Ninja had to be able to apeak aa a 
equal to merchants, priests, Samurai, and 
peasants in order to pass undetected . 

Minor abilities like being able to hide 
small objects after beinc captured or belnc 
able to judge the authenticity and depth of a 
person ' s sleep by listening were important 
parte of Ninja training. 

Unarmed coabat was another specialty o! 
the Ninja. Special techniques for atriking an 
opponent (including the TOGADURE-RYU 
tactic of otriking both eare with open palma) 
were continuou1ly practiced. Methode o! 
atriking the ene~ with feet , hands, knees 
and hips were all employed . Ninja also had 
special bone-breaking secrets . Rolling 
towards or awaye from the opponent in 
unexpected ways saved many Ninja from the 
otherwise deadly swords strikes of the 
Samurai. 

Strategy and tactice were essential to 
auccee~ul Ninja operations. 
GOJO-GOYUKU was the study of the five 
feelings and desires of an enemy. Whenever 
a Ninja could detect aloth, lust, 
soft-heartedness , short temper, or the 
signa of a coward then he knew how to take 
advantage of it. Using bribes, threats, 
flattery or in1ults could either perauade or 
prod the ene~ into favorable activity. By 
providing for the desiree of an ene~ they 
could be easily manipulated. 



NIAlL COIF 

'K1 lfiMJA COSTIINESa 

The Ninja had a variety o1' out1'1ta 
.eVBlOP*d 1'or 1pecial work. The baa1c 
o1tu.e oonalat1d ot a body prot1ctor, a 
~ (10011 panta), aroln protector, belt , 
ab1 (aoot a w1th a gap next to the big toe) , 
andale , and head-maak. For night 

r.rat1ona the entire out1'1t would be in 
aok. Winter o~rat1ona meant a ooapletely 

'hHe outt1 t. 

CLOTH B.4c. 

~..L 
YJ. ...... , 
-4. CALTROPS 

~~~A/ 
"'p•,. y 

• 
STRINr. 

SHI/RIKtNS AW 
THR!NIING SPIKES 

AI. THOUGH ~A ttQif CHmt ~, 
THEY USUALlY WOfU ClOTH OR INIIJEP 
QUIJ.T ANKOUR FOR MAXIMIIM ST!N.Tit. 

Por 1'1chtln& o~rat1orw on the 
battle1'1eld there ware chain .ail Jackata and 
lescill6• · Chain aa1l guarda tor the wrbta , 
handa and naok alone with a metal chin sward 
ooapleted the araor. 

Every Ninja waa trained in eeven 
etandard diaguiaea . Each Ninja had to be 
able to drlaa, move, apeak, an4 act in a 
oonvlnoinc 1'aah1on in each o1' the dl a,uiaea. 
Rolea included that ot monk, common 
peaaant, Yam&buahi pr1eat , travelllnc 
~1c1an, 1trollin& ~~~.&1o1an, Mrchant and 
1tenerant priest. 
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Ninja Equipment and Supplies 
In order to travel alone through enemy 

territory for extended periode of time the 
Ninja developed a variety of special 
equip•ent and supplies. In order to carry 
the various weapons and devices all of the 
Ninja clothing was outfitted with secret 
pockets and compartments . Special pouches 
crried inside the clothing, next to the body, 
were also very uaetul. 

A typical Ninja would carry a 
rope-with-book combination, a slate pencil 
with rice paper, shuriken , spare hooks and 
nails , small metal weights and some kind of 
shovel or digging tool. His sword could be 
carried on his belt or concealed under his 
clothing on his back. A three-foot-long 
towel and a canteen of green tea were also 
standard. 

'l'E'l'SUBISHI, four-pointed caltrops , 
were essential for making quick escapes. 
They could also be scattered around a hall, 
path or doorway it the Ninja needed some 
kind or warning that his work was about to 
be interrupted. 

Maps, a compass, and forged passes and 
documents were useful items on many c! the 
Ninja aesignmenta. Chainmail armour was 
ueually only used when the Ninja was 
engaging in actions on the battlefield not 
during a secret infiltration or 
assassination. Poisons and healing potions 
were carried in hollow bamboo tubes or 
small ceramic bottles. 

Typical food ratione would consist of 
bleached rice , wheat flour , dried fish, dried 
plume and a powder made fro• pine trees. 
Other high-energy roods were a paste of 
soybean curd, a juice made from unpolished 
rice and a mixture of plums and raw bamboo. 
In addition various herbs were available to 
help curb hunger or thirst . 

Other weapons might include a small 
quiver containing a small or dieassembls 
bow and a number of arrows . A travelling 
starr could hide a fighting chain or blade, 
Small, easily breakable, egg-shaped 
containers would be filled with blinding 
powder for emergency escapes. 

Finally, moat Nlnja always carried 
whatever clothing and equipment were 
necessary to slip into another role or 
disguise. 

Ninja Weapons 
The Ninja u4UOI/y ala not otte•pt to or• 

hi•~•'' 'or race-to-face coabot wit h the 
roralaabl• Soaurol. Rather hi3 Intention 
~a• to ar• hla3elf with •any weapon~ or 
•uprlee and distract ion. Hie prl•ary weapon 
~a• a •~ord curved blade about twenty 
Inch•• long. The relatively ehort length 
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allowed ror the weapon to be eoelly hfdden. 
Because or the variety of odd places Qnd 
postures ~here the Ninja fought the shorter 
blade ~o• more rlexible In Irs mot/one. 

Starr weapons were also very popular 
with the Ninja. The Ninja's favorite weapon 
for open combat (when concealment was not 
necessary) was the broad bladed spear or 
poleara known as a BISENTO. Travellers in 
disguise carried a hollow baaboo staff. An 
opponent would be entrapped by a metal 
chain that could be released from one end 
and hit with the lead-filled opposite end. A 
SHIKOMI-ZUE was a staff or cane used by 
the Ninja when imitating a blind man. The 
cane became a deadly weapon when a spring 
loaded blade was released from one end. 
Some spear-weapons were designed to be 
assembled or even designed like a telescope 
for quick extension. 

The Ninja bow was shorter than standard 
and could sooetimes be disguised as another 
object or disaasseabled into two or more 
pieces. Special fire-arrows were very useful 
in setting fires and distracting the en•~· 

Other Ninja projectile weapons included 
blowguns (disguised as smoking pipes. sword 
scabbards or walking staves) and a large 
variety of throwing knifes, daggers and 
bladee. SHURIKEN or SKAKP.M had anywhere 
from two to ten pointe and were toesed like 
overhand, underhand or strai~ht-aroed like 
modern-day frisbees . The Ninja often 
carried a aling or five or more metal darta 
that could be thrown accurately or even 
tossed backwards at a rapid rate. 

The class of chained weapons were also 
very popular with Ninja. Easily concealed , 
the KYOTETSU-SHOGE consisted of a metal 
ring at one end and a double blade on the 
other connected by a long cord of woven 
human hair. Metal chains with ends ranging 
froa small blunt weights to heavy axes were 
used with great skill. A cord with a 
grappling hook attached was not only useful 
in combat but also as an effective climbins 
tool. Any of these weapons could be 
substituted for the garotte , another popular 
Ninja weapon. 

Peculiar Ninja weapons also included 
sharp metal claws inserted in the finger and 
toe naila and used for slashing the ene~. 
The TEKAGI or SHUKO was a pair of metal 
banda worn around the wrist and pala. Four 
metal points in the palm could be used tor 
striking or climbing. Connecting the two 
cricular bands was a metal bar that dropped 
down from the palm to the wrist acroaa the 
lnaide of the arm. This bar could be used as 
o block ngoinat an enemy sword atrike. 

Another favorite Ninj~weapon conaiated 
of a blindlng powder that could be thrown 
into the eyes of an opponent. This powder 
was made ot a variety of ingredients 
including pepper, metal shavings, etc •• The 
blinding powder would be thrown directly 
from a hidden pocket or released by crushing 
a shell-like container. 

With the exception of the sword, apear 
and chein weapons moat NinJa weapons were 
used more to distract than to kill. 
Well-trained as the Ninja were , they were 
usually not willing to face an armed Samurai. 
The great Ninja used his mind more than his 
weapons. Moat of the weapons pictured are 
typical Ninja specialties but there are 
hundreds of other Japanese weapons that; a 
Ninja would be trained to use while in 
dlsguioo or in emergency situations. 



NINvA SHO/i'T SWORO 

SJJ.£.' • o"" (zo tNCHE5) 

cc::·:::------z::::.-iiD PA/IIIIIGf RATING: 2.. 

~------:("~ 

.SWMD TANC.S 

WAI<IZASHI 
5J.IO!n" 5WORD 

SIZE: ·"""' (U+.) 
OMMGE RATING: Z 

KATANA 
LONG .SWORP 

tz£: 
- io.,,., (z T03r~)81.APE 

OMIAGE RATINC,.' ~ 

rHt ,._ or s-o5 
S CAU U1 DAts:J/0 . 
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IJQ. T USU> ro 1414LK ON 
£KAIU.CD NIM». TO MOVE SIL£NTL Y 
Cl'f -BOO OR S'TMW AfJOR.l 
A R OLL WAS IIIJOUT 6N LONG. Z.'f ..J 
hlADf or A SILK llR C01Tillf F. IC ,. l 

AIKIJCHI 
OAC.C.ER WITHOIIT HILT 

c.~/ 
'" ., .... 

SIZE: .zs-.., 
PAMAti£ I?ATINC..' J 

TANTO 
DAGGER WITH HILT 

~"emD/ 
~ 

.ALL THESE BLAtJES ARE SINGLE EOGED. 

.~ 

DSfltjf 84TINHS 
THE HKiH£R 1Hf 
NUMEJER THE 
GREATEI? TH£ PMw>£. 
S!Jr.6ESrfD EVALUA­
TION: 
I • ONE ~ S/0£1) f)(£ 

2 • ONE ' SINP /Jil 
3 ~ ONE 8 Slf)fl) Oil 
/fa TWO' fiOEf)OfC£ 



KIIS4l( I · GAIWI 
CJJAN ND tiCKLe 

YARI 
STRAIGHT Sf'EAR 

SKXU ElfD 

ClffCTIV£ IN OI'CN SPAC~ W1MLIN6 WEI6HT.S ANP OWN Nff 
VSEP TO i16NNrf n£ '£/iTS WfAPOI{ ~ liM, Oft. TO 
~ DR TDFPt.E AN OPPOffBYT. 
f'ICJ<S lff"R£ ALSb 1/SD II PLN:£ OF TN£ SI:KU. 

.DAMAGE RATINGS. 
NAb/NATA .) 
YA/f/ 2 
YAJ(I UIIIO# MJW "$ 

BlfENTO 3 

TH£ LENGTH or rK£ C"IMJN 
VARI£S WITH val lltf)/YifXIAL ~~ 
FllOM M /./TTL£ AS .r. ... TO 2.7-. 

D14M4Gl Mrlt6 : 
Wl16HTS I 
S/Citl.E Z 



SHIIRIKE.NS OR TH/lCM1NG 5TMS 

SHtRIKENS WfM IIJII4LL Y Klfr IN A 
IWfD t~ liP TO 5 0£N)£Y MISSLES. 

TETS/JlNSHf 
r:ALTRlP$: MBAL .!4R8S T1II?(M'N CW THE 
~ ~ THe FEET OF THE IAY­
~ECTJNG. CAJ.TRIJPS Al~Y..S PtWT VP 
NfNMTfER HOWl THEY WERE THRowN. 

TIEY WERE OVN6 OR POISON COvrRED St:lfiiET'IMES. 

~PATWG: I 

CALTJOOOJ 

PMf.A6£ MTifG • I 

YARJOI/S JHIIRIKEN 71JSS£S 
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NINvA WfTH SHORT BOW 
AND F"LAME ARROW. 

WHALE BCW£ BOW 

lf/MIWXYV 
lFATHER 
OlAVfR HOLDS 
12 ARROWS 

SAMVRAI LONG ~ 
THIS WAS nil MQST POWERFVL 
LONG BOW IN THE WMLO. 

'::====================::::: f.FFECTN£ RANG£: 120hl ~ ~M«~;rwc.: 2 

Slli."2.1,., TO l . "f,.., (7-Hdar'G) 
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NIN.TA SHORT SOW 
COVLO BE DISASSEM&!l>. 

EFF£(,TN£ RANGE. : 90-

0NMA 10£ RAT/1/G I 

BOTH BOWS WERE CONSTRUCTED OF 
WWE SON£ OR &4.HBOO ANP l+t!OO. 
MOST W!'RE Caw>oSITE ~ COMPOSID <Y' 
SEGMENTS AND EASILY OISASSEMm.£1>. 



~ lfATINC. ; I 

RAZOR SHARP CLAWS 

SH141lP MET.liL ClAWS 
IMSEKTED IIMJ£R NAIL ·s 
USiP TO SlASH M 11/EMY. 
LM MANY N.MWt T.i.Cnt:S, 
T11E UA!Mf $BW T7> 
Sl#PRISE MD DI.$T'ltK. f 
M OPIOEKT WID IS 
C.WAWARE OF 11# rn!ELY 
LETNAL AS.WL T A/1()(/1' 7l) BE I.AIIA£JED. 

~MI-ZVE: 
IILINP MAN'.S STAFF WITH HIJtXN BLADE. 
THE 8/.A/)£ IS SPRirtC LOAPEP RFLEASEO IIY 
I"R£SSS))G THE TR1GI". ER. STIID OR 111RNIN6 
7RIGCMR S&GMENT. 

NINJA BLOWPIPE 
NIA&I£ OF a4MBOO OR 1')\'0+1 SKfJRI) 
SCA8/W?P OR 5MO<JNG PIP£. 

RANGE LIMITE&> TO ABtJI/i 30 FEET. 

KIUASE STVP. " W 12 INCH BLADE. 
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METAL SPIKES FOR CLIMBING 

VMIOIIS TOOL$ AND PICKS 
~OR eiUAHIMi ANI> &NTERING 

l 

f ' 

I'JcJ(J 

ROPE LAOOER 

1 
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Ninja Climbing Techniques 
The primary assistance to the Ninja's 

tamed ability to climb was the use of very 
sort Tabi (split-toed socks) that allowed him 
to use hie toea and feet while climbing wood 
or atone surfaces . Each Ninja was expected 
to be able to climb a variety of surfaces 
unassisted. 

When the climb was to be made very 
quickly or over difficult surfaces then the 
Ninja could hie specially deeJ.gned climbing 
tools . Ladders would be made or rope or 
bamboo and commonly had a hook or 'rake ' 
built into the top tor attaching to the edse 
of the wall. The ladders often ooneieted of a 
single vertical rod with the crosspieces tied 
or pessed in place . There were sometimes 
metal epikaa attached to each croaapiec~ so 
that the whole ladder could be driven into a 
wall . Another device was an eight foot oalt 
staff fitted with metal oroaaplecea and a 
large hook that doubled as a weapon. 

Rope ladders came in a variety of styles. 
Some were simply knotted at intervals to 
provide handhold&. Wood pieces could be 
inserted into loops or knots. Metal rings 
would be provided eo that crosspieces could 
be eaaily inserted . Ropes could also be run 
through a whole aeries of hollow bamboo 
sections. These bamboo sections could then 
be grabbed and turned at a right an~le to the 
rope to create better support . 

Ropes were the main choice for NinJa 
working alone. At one end would be a 
grappling hook used to catch tree branches 
or the tope ot walla. These grapling hocks 
could have one , two or three separate hooks . 
Another type of grapple was the KUMADE or 
rake made up of four or five long metal 
pieces ending in hooks . 

T!KAGI or SHUKO (see weapon 
descriptions) which were worn on the banda 
allowed the Ninja to climb otherwise 
difficult surfaces with ease. Another device 
was made or a spiked section of wood or 
metal with cord on each end. The Ninja would 
put this around a tree trunk or wood pillar 
to pull himself up and then 'hug' the base 
while lifting the spikes up further . 

The ropes of the Ninja were often 
atrengthned by braiding women's hair into 
them. Ninja could also use any of their chain 
or rope weapons effectively as climbing 
tools. 

Ninja Water Techniques 
In order to infiltrate ene~ territory or 

castles the Ninja often had to cross bodies 
of water or Moats. There were many 
techniques developed to accomplish these 
tasks including swimming and the use of 
water-croaeing devices. 

Ninja were required to learn how to swim 
well and could travel under water for a 
lencthy period or time. By using a hollow 
reed, sword scabbard or smoking pipe the 
Ninja could stay completely submerged and 
escape detection. Some authorities also 
claim that Ninja would take down an inflated 
animal akin in order to talte occasional 
breaths while swimming a great distance. 
Another device to speed the Ninja's 
progress through the water was a MIZUKAKI 
or webbed flipper that could be worn on the 
feet. 

Being totally submerged in the water was 
often not 4esired because of the possible 
damage to the many powders and odd 
supplies that the Ninja carried. Crossing the 
surface of the water like Water Bugs lead to 
the rumors ot Ninja being able to •walk on 
water" , The simplest device was a set of 
four inflated skins that were used as a 
complete life jacket. With a akin on each 
side and behind him the Ninja would than 
balance on the fourth akin and hold it 
between his legs while paddling with a 
balllboo oar. 

Another raft-like device was the 
KYOBAKO-PUNE, a collapsible waterproof 
box used as a small boat. The KAMEIKADA 
was Jllade of crossed bamboo floated on four 
sealed ceramic pots. By filling the pots with 
water the whole thing could be submerged 
and hidden out of sight, 

Legend has it that the Ninja used 
NIZUGUMO or water spiders to actually 
' walk' on the aurtace of the water. Each toot 
was inserted in a separate barrel or floating 
device. The Ninja would then make his way 
over-the water with the help of a long pole 
or flat-bottomed paddle used to keep his 
balance. 

® 
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Feudal Japanese Castles 
Sneaklnc into oaatlea in Feudal 

Japan waa tar troa eaey. Pirat the Ninja 
would have to Bake hie way paet a expanee 
ot cleared land that waa constantly under 
careful aorutl.nJ by alert S&lll\lrai. Thle tirat 
obataole could be avoided but only by soln& 
throuch aheer cliff tacea, acrose ocean or 
river atreohea or over dense awampe 
because thee• were uaualiy ta~ the ' back 
door• ot a oa.tle. 

Once the Ninja reaches the actual 
perlaetsr ot the caatle he would have to 
oro•• a deep moat. The next step would be 
the outeraoat wall or ra~rt. Dividing this 
outaide wall atruoture fro• the rest ct the 
complex there were well-lit paeaacea with 
regular guards on patrol . Th••• passas•• 
would often be constructed in a bewildering 
mace and mi&ht bs trapped in a variety of 
ways . There wen arrow an4 bali eta 
openlnca to be avo14sd and deadly trapdoors 
that would release a torrent of rook• on the 
oarel••• Ninja. This outside peri .. ter is 
known a. the SANMOMARU and houeed the 
llvinc ctuarter of the sarriaon. 

How the Ninja waa faced with another 
wall, auoh atsepar and taller than the laat 
one. Onoe over the eecon4 wall there would 
be yet another piece of open croun4, 
aoaet1Des supplied with an additional aoat . 
Thla aecon4 section (the NIHOMARU) 
contained the atorerooaa of the caatle. 

Next, the Ninja would have to cliab the 
walla to the 1nneraost courtyard - thia one 
beinc the talleat and steepeat yet . Inaide 
thb wall the elite bodyguard of the Daiayo 
were constantly watohlnc. This third section 
waa called the HOKIARU and held the .aln 
residence of the warlord. 

Pinally, the Ninla would be faced with 
the in YAOURA (tower) itaelt. 'rhia 
structure rose tl\ree or acre le.,ela up and 
was heavily fortified. As a further h&urd 
the top level was an obaervation poet that 
overlooked the entire coaplex. It ie no 
wonder that the Ninja wno penetrated a 
Dalayo's castle was credited with 
eupernatural powers. 
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Samurai Warriors 
THE NINJA'S POEr SANURAI ! 

In the study of the history of warfare 
worldwide there is one eleaent of the 
Japanese fighting ethic that differs 
draaatically froa the West. In Japan there 
is no concept of 'prisoner of war'. The 
Samurai warrior does not surrender and is 
trained from birth to accept death as an 
inevitable and sometimes desirable 
conclusion. Suicide is not only acceptable 
but heroic and the Japanese mythos honora 
moat the 'fallen hero' who bravely dies 
before submitting to the humiliation of 
capture. 

The Samurai are the warrior claaa of 
Japan. Each Samurai warrior is entitled to 
wear the DAISHO, a set of two swords, to 
indicate hie rank. The swords consist of the 
large fighting KATANA and the esaller 
WAKAZASKI. Trained as superb warriors 
they would often devote an entire lifeti~e 
to perfecting their martial skills. ~heir 
strict code was that of BUSKIDO, a 
philosophy of behavior and combat that 
dominated their lives. 

Coneider SOMe of the Samurai 
achivemente. Magnificent Zen Archers were 
trained to pull bows seven and a half to 
eight feat long with remarkable speed and 
precision. Master archers demonetated their 
skill by ohooting blindfolded or on horseback 
while at full gallop . Westerner& visiting 
Japan would be astonished by a Samurai who 
could bring down a bird unharmed or ehoot a 
cluster or arrows into a post acrose a yard 

at night while seated inside and separated 
from the target by two or more walla. In the 
design of Japanese armour it was 
acknowledged that it was useless to a ttempt 
to shield against a close-range, direot arrow 
strike . 

The training also e~ended to spiritual 
and philisophical awareness or one'e 
ourroundines. Catching a well-trained 
SaJiurai off-balance -s extre-lly 
difficult. Masters would often go to a etate 
of full readineee when a retainer or etudent 
would simply consider an attack against hie. 
Facing this kind of martial art and skill the 
Ninja wao forced to resort to the use of two 
primary weapons, unorthodox fighting 
techniques and a willingness to use the rigid 
codes and behavior of the Samurai againet 
him. 

In addition to all these formidable 
abilities the Ninja also had to be wary of 
the Samurai's eagerness to adopt the spacial 
tricks and devices ot the Ninja. Walkways 
near the edge or a castle wall might be 
scattered with the Ninja's own type of 
ca~trope, a real threat to aomeone wearing 
soft tabi. Some Sanurai were also devoted 
to the study of Iaijuteu, or the quick draw, 
that involved instantly slashing out at the 
first sicn or danger. 

Ninja had to keep their wits about them 
and continuously develope new tricks and 
techniques in order to keep the sa~urai 
off-guard. There waa a deliberate atte~pt 
by the Ninja to cultivate rumors of the Ninja 
superiori~y. So long as the Samurai regarded 
the Ninja as a dangerous foe they might 
more easily put them off balance and escape 
testing their fighting akil~s directly. 



POISONS 
There has been a taaolnatlon with polson 

that e%tends beyond recorded history. 
Pr imitive peoples are (and presumably were) 
constantly trying new formulas to etteotlve 
poisons . Por example, there are over JOO,OOO 
different plants to choose froa and each 
have quite different properties. 

However, it is not until recent times that 
any real understanding ot either the 
tunction or ingredients ot toxins came 
about . People often believed that a plant 
wee poisonous tor tanoitul reasons like toul 
smell or evil looks. The to .. toe was 
regarded as deadly polson since being 
introduced into Europe in the mid 1500s. 
Tales of people bein& hideously murdered by 
a r i pe 'love apple' or to .. toe introduced 
into their toed seem pretty ollly today. 

Real toxins exist everywhere in neture . 
Before refrigeration or proper 
rood-preservation techniques many people 
wer e done in by food poisoning. Bacteria and 
algae in untreated drinking water were often 
fatal. Improper food preparation and the use 
ot risky herbs were also hazardous. Even 
today millions ot people experience 
poisoning every year. It ' s really a wonder 
that anybody survived at all. 

But attempting to polson someone 
intentionally is a dltticult proposition. The 
toxicity ot any plant or fungus can depend on 
when it is picked , what part is used and how 
it is prepared. Even when a sure poison is 
refi ned there is still the problem of 
delivery. Too much polson and there may be 
t e ll-tale flavor• or eevere reJection that 
will result in simple disooafort. Too little 
poison will not only cause no hal'll but caa.y 
actually contribute to the building up ot an 
immunlty in the intended victim. To 
complicate matters it is impossible to 
predict how susceptible a person may be to a 
particular polson. Some individuals will die 
from an accidental trace or a relatively 
harmless herb while othera can easily 
withstand pounds ot supposedly deadly 
poison. 

It's interesting that The poison that 
tilled Socrates, hemlock, was also used as a 
suicide potion by certain American Indians. 
While this proves how effective it was , it 
seems unlikely that anyone could drink a 
lethal quantity without suspecting the 
lethal properties ot the contents. 

Rumore ot poiaoninga were common in 
ancient Rome. According to some sources 
entire families w~e dispatched to assure 
t hey would not attain the position ot 
Emperor. The poisonings ot Renaiasanoe 
Italy eventually had the root of Europe 
defining a poison victim as having been 
' i talianatod ' . The punishment for poisoning 
at the time was boiling alive and it was 
implemented !rom t i me to time until the end 
of the seventeenth century. 

Madonna Teotania dl Adamo brought mass 
market techniques to the sale or poisons in 
the sixteenth century. She marketed a 
'potion or succession' called variouslY Aqua 
Totfana , Aquetta di Napoli or Manna ot St. 
Nicholas Di Bari . It was sold as a 'cosmetic' 
and directions indicated that it could be 
used as a cure tor troublesome or unwanted 
husbands. The arsenic in the mixture 
eventually claimed 600 victims. 

In 1676 and 1679 there were two 
celebrated poisoning cases that scandalized 
France. In the first the Marquise de 
Brlnvllliare apparently used her hospital 
charity work as a way ot experimenting with 
a variety ot different poisons. She 
eventually killed both her rather and her 
two brothers with her discoveries. 
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In the second case , the Aftalr ot the 
Poisons, dozens ot prominent Pronch figures 
were rumoured to have participated in 
purchasing poisons and partiolpstinc 1n 
Black Masses. Catherine Deshayes wae 
burned alive tor her part but when the 
investigation touched upon the aistreea of 
Louis XIV the entire invsstication was 
dropped. 

HEMLOGK 

POISON ARROW AND SPEAR POINTSt 

The most famous polson arrowo wore 
tipped with a Curare mixture. The South 
American Indians would oolaot Strychnos and 
other plants and boil down a dark brown 
resin. This would almost instantly parsl1zs 
birds or small animals. Humans required two 
or more shots tor complete paralysis . Ninja 
used the body fluid or a blowfish for the 
same kind or effect. 

Almost every warrior in the world knew 
enough to smear dung on a blade to assure 
soaetlaea fatal inteotions. Horse dung is 
known for transmitting Lockjaw through 
puncture wounds. 



POISON PLAiftS 

CHRIS1'11AS ROSB 
Helleborue niger growe year- round in any 

1\lgh woodland area, Heart tall~ , 
hYPerteneion and drope:y are treated with 
thle plant. Ueed by Celte and Gauls tor 
polson arrows. 

Active !oxlneo Cevadine, JerTine, 
Veratralbine and Veratridine. 

Lethal Ooaageo 2-4 leave• - 4~ Patallty 

DEADLY NIGH!SHAD! 
Atropa Belladonna grows wild all over 

woodlanll and •&dow areas. Uaed as a 
•dioine for eye disease, oollo, ulcera, 
kidney atone• and aethaa. !he ettect of the 
plant ie lnltlally narcotic and leads to 
euphoria and hallucination• . 

Active Toxino Atropine. 
Lethal Doeageo 1- 4 berrlee - 85~ Patallty 

POXGLOVI 
Digitalla purpura& ie found ln lo~ 

woodlands and. 1e a very pretty and tn.cnnt 
flowering plant. 'lhla 1a the source ot the 
Digitalia 4ruc used for heart attack viotiaa . 
It 1a alao a c~ tor dropay (related to 
kidney diaor4era). One aurdereaa killed at 
leaat eleven people with Foxslove in thla 
century. 

Active Toxinao Dleltoxin, Digitalin and 
Digitonin. 

Lethal Ooaage o 2-6 leave• - 6~ Fatality 

~ 
Ciouta .. oulata la water healook found 

in ~ .. adowa or aarehea, Conlu­
aaculatua ia poieon hemlock and baa a 
different poiaon and grows in drier ground. 
No curative value . It has been uaed aa a 
auioide drug by the ancient Greeks and the 
AMrican Indiana. 

Active Toxin•• Coniine (ln Conium) 
Lethal Ooaageo Powder 11&4e fro• the 

center ot the ate• aixed with water - 95~ 
Patailty 

HBNBAffll 
Kyoecyaaue niger 1a part of tl\e 

nigl\tahade family CODOnl)' toun.d in 
garbage du.pe and waate 1\eapa. It le ueed 
•• a Mdioine tor aathM, 'bronohitia, nerve 
dueue and rl\e-Un. An intereatlnc uae 
for the plant ia aa a crude 'truth aeru.' . 
'lhia latter effect ia created 'by inhaling the 
aaot:e ot the routlnt; aaeda. 

Active Toxin• • Hyoec:ra-ine, Hyoscine 
and. atropine . 

Lethal Doaage s 20 aeede - 5~ Fatality 

II>RSKOOD 
Aoonit\111 napallua 1a aleo mown ae 

buttercup and grows ever,rwhere - inclU41nc 
in 11&1'\)' om&~~ental gardena . It can 'be used 
to treat artl\ritie, tibroeitia, and nerve 
probleaa. It has been used u a poison for 
epear and arrow pointe. 

Active Toxinao Aconitine and aoonine. 
Lethal Ooaageo A aouthtul ot any part -

9~ Fatality 



POISON CATEGORIES 

Tha following catagoriae can be ~••d in 
claeeityin, toxins. Lethality of any toxin 
found 1n nat~ can vary treeandcuely 
accordina to local conditione. Local raintall, 
ta.,.rat~, eaaacn, and altitude can all 
ch&nca the toxic content of a plant. In aany 
caeae toxic and non-toxic varieties of 
•~•hroou, plants, and ani-le are virt~lly 
identical. Per example, in northern Africa 
there are varieties of ncn-poiecnoue enakae 
that 'mimic' their poieon ooueine exactly. 

MINERAL POISONS. Nat~l mineral 
coapo~nde containina Areenic or other haa-yy 
aatale were larfaly overlooked ~til recent 
yaare. One trad tlonal Ninja poison wae the 
green oxidation found on tarnished copper. 
Lead 1e axtraaall.f toxic but wae considered 
~1••• anoU«h for water pipes and 
drinkin, vaeeale in ancient tiaee. 

MICROBIAL TOXINS. Of oourea , infection 
with bacteria can be axtraaally hazardous, 
but aany aicrobas will produce toxic 
eubetancae in water and food, Food not 
properly cared for can ba deadly. 

Blua- araan Als&a ie a frequent killer of 
bird a and ..,u.ale. Pound 1n st&l\dinc wa tar, 
it ie identified by the ~usual color. Other 
aq~tic cr,ani ... ara lese ccaaon but juet 
u daadl.)' 

PUJOAL TOXINS. A good example of a toxic 
t~• ie the Ercot that crowe on wheat and 
other craee-lika plante . Nadieval Europe 
woud eoaatiMe ezparienca epidemics of 
this infestation. 

~ehrooaa coaa 1n over )0,000 dltterant 
varlatiae and can be da&(tly. 'fha -in 
problaa with their uea ae a poison ie the 
difficulty in firurlng out which on•• ara 
really poiecncue. Althouch ealactlnc sate 
auehrooae ie a difficult and riety procaee it 
ie evan mora difficult to absolutely identity 
a deadly one. Poisonous auehrooaa are 
really relatively rare and readily contused 
with eater varieties . In addition evan the 
wcr at of the pcieoncue varieties may 
contain no toxin at all in certain conditione. 
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PHY'fOTOXINS or PLANT TOXINS. With 
ever )00 , 000 different plant varieties it ie 
no wonder that acianca etill hasn't 
identified all the toxic varieties. The toxin 
can be located 1n roots, tubera, eteme, 
laavae, berries, flowers or bark. Certain 
plants, like potatoes, tomatoes and rhubarb, 
have poisonous leaves but are otherwise 
eate. Other plants will only contain poison 
d=lng certain eeaeons. Poison Ivy and 
Poison Sumac contain allergens that will 
affect soma people mora than others. 

Recant atudiea indicate that leafy treea 
can produce a variety of toxine depending on 
the inaeota that are threatening them. Theee 
treee m8.f alec 'comm~icate' uaing 
specialized oompounda released into the air. 
Their neighbors gay then respond to insect 
thraata that have not yet apraad, 



ZOOTOXINS or ANIMAL TOXINS. In .. oh 
like Wasps and Bees produce toxins that are 
not usually fatal in small quantities . 
However, a single sting can kill an allergic 
individual. The spider family, especially the 
Tarantula, the Scorpion, and the Black 
Widow, have evolved poisons that can be 
fatal even in very small quantities . 

Toa4s and Salamanders secrete poisons 
on their skins. Siaple contact with the skin 
ot soma toads can kill. Snake veno• contains 
highly eo~hietioated nerve poisons capable 
or parlyztng or killing a human in ainutee. 
Poisons are rare among aammals but some 
shrews have poison glands. 

Sea and water dwellers have many 
different poieona. Another favorite Ninja 
poison source was Blowfish. Aa aany ae 100 
people die every year in Japan tro• eating 
iaproperly prepared Blowfish. 

NINJA POISONS• 

Aside from the usual kinde of plants the 
NinJa relied on a number ot other interesting 
poiaona. Green tea alxed with soybean 
paate and buried tor 40 days was supposed 
to kill ~ sick person within two or three 
days. Green, unripe fruits such as plume and 
peaches could be aixed into other foods and 
were ruaoured to kill inatantly. 

Ninja alec had recipes tor two types of 
poison gasses . The first included newt, mole 
and snake. Paper was used to absorb the 
mixture and the burning or the paper 
produced sleeping fumea . The second 
witches' brew called tor rate, tree leavea, a 
centipede, cotton aeeda and cattle dune. 
When a ball JUde of the peste waa burned it 
produced another sleeping cas. 

@ 



Dictionary of Assassin Terms 
ADKORB!A - Thug tera for an escaped 
viot1a, 
AIKUCHI - Japanese or Ninja daggers . 
AISHA - Ninja trick of taking advantage of 
sympathetic feelings. 
AM!TORI NO JITSU - Ninja trick using a 
person ' s supposition that a raincoat 
indicates so .. one is present inside it. 
BAJ!!D - ThU4 'all clear' signal, called out 
when the aurder site ia sate and ready. 
BAJfiJ - thus .. rchandiae . 
BAROO - A Thug with either illustrious 
ancestors or one who is highly respected, 
BILES - Thus burial grove a. 
BBYLHA - Thug who chooses the place of 
11urder . 
BHI1R'l'OTE - 'lhug • s honoured rank of 
strangler. 
BIS!NTO - Ninja broad bladed spear. 
BISUL PURHA - Thus tera for an in.correct 
stranclinc position, such as the R~l 
lllssing the neck and getting around the 
head. This is cause for lose of Bhurtote rank. 
BO STICK - A co.-on Ninja or Japanese 
weapon. 
BOJHA - Thug who takes the aurdered 
oorpae to the grave. 
BOJITSU - Ninja training in the use of a 
fighting stick or atatt. 
BORXA - Thug who baa been initiated. 
BUNIJ - Thug te~ for aerchandise or 
property, used to describe a person worth 
aurdering. 
BURG!ELA - !bug accoaplice troa outside 
the croup. 
BURICA - Thug chief or leader. 
BOSHIDO - The S&murai code of chivalry. 
Otten used by Ninja in disguising their true 
nature. 
CHAXUZEN NO JITSU - Ninja skill of hiding 
1n an ene~ caap prior to the start or a 
battle. 
CHBEKA - Thug ~ for a cowardly or tiaid 
'l'hiJC. 
CHIKAIRI NO JITSO - Ninja infiltration of 
eneay linea durinc a -r. 
CHIICYU lfO JI!SU - Ninja trick ot 
pretendlnc to betray his own lord after 
being captured. 
CHOOKADIHA - Thug tara for tbe act of 
directing the v1ct1a' s attention upwards, 
perforaed by po1nt1ng to the sky or some 
ol:tject above. 
CHUNIN - A Ninja croup leader. 
DAIMYO - Tara for a Japanese feudal lord. 
DAIS - Ia .. ili a1saionar1ea or 
pro~iata . 
DHAOA-- Thus tara for negotiation, used 
either to find out intoraation about 
travellers or when obtaining protection troa 
looal otfioiala . 
DHONX.KE - Thug tera for a guard or 
pol1oeaan. 
DKURDALHA - Th~ tera for strangling a 
viot1a. 
DINAR - An Ialaaic coin conaiating ot 
rouclll.y tour g:raas of gold. 
DOlA - A pocket heater uaed by Ninja tor 
oonv1n1ently setting fires. Made with a shall 
of iron and filled with burning coals. 
DOOHR - Thug tera for a viot1a 'a screaa 
for help. 
DOSHA - Ninja triot ot taking advantage of 
anger or short teapered persona. 
EMIR - Ialaaic provincial governor. 
EHHYU NO JITSO - Ninja still of entering 
an eneay c-p by trickery. 
PIDAIS - .. abera of the Order of 
Aasaaaina specifically trained for acta of 
terrcriaa. 



J'UltlYA - Ninja pins or poisoned darts shot 
through blow guns. 
TUXUMI-BARI - Ninja darts ooncealed in 
the mouth and blown out at an enemy. 
FUKURO-GA!SKI NO JITSU - Ninja skill of 
double erose where the lord is betrayed and 
the Ninja joins the ana~ as a double agent . 
OAK KURKA - Thug technique where one 
Thug would pretend to be violently ill and 
the others would convince the victims that a 
special ceremony must be performed , all eo 
that the victims could be properly posi tioned 
tor mUrder . 
OEIMYU NO JITSU - Ninja skill of 
performing terrorist acta inaida an ana~ 
camp. 
G!MIN - A Ninja agent, the lowest laval 
ranking Ninja. 
GBHNAI - Ninja rice drink. 
GETA - Ninja wooden clogs used tor walking 
on ice in order to practice balance . 
GISHO-GIIN NO JITSU - Ninja art of 
forgery. 
GOBBA - Thug circular grave where a 
central pillar of earth is lett standing, 
around which the bodies are packed. The hole 
ia actually doughnut shaped. 
GOJO-GYOXU - Ninja philosophy of 
manipulation through the use of character 
!laws. 
GOOKHE! - Thug term tor a person carrying 
bones to the holy river and is therefore 
exempt from murder. 
GOOR - Thug'a ceremonial sugar to be eaten 
atter every strangling. 
GOOR CHAUNT - Thug's special knot around 
which the Ruaal is tied. 
GOOR PONCK - A Thug who is capable of 
tying the GOOR CHAUNT knot. 
CONEBAIT - Thug term !or a person who ia 
dietigured by the loss of a hand, nose or 
other body part and ia considered bad luck t o 
kill. 
OYOKURO - Ninja poisoned tea. 
HAKAMA - Ninji/Japanese split skirt or 
loose trousere. 
KEMGEN-KASKI NO JITSU - Ninja akill of 
c11sguise . 
HILLA - Thug title or honor for the three 
Thugs re~neible for the Kueee (pickaxe), 
the goor {sugar), and choosin& the murder 
site. 
HOKA NO JITSU - Ninja art of arson. 
Sometimes involves the use o! fire arrows. 
HOTARUBI NO JITSU - Ninja tactic of 
allowing capture or a false or misleading 
secret message. 
HUJJA - Islamic term tor a person having a 
direct link to the Iaan. 
IAI JITSU - Ninja art of fast-drawing a 
sword. 
INAN - Islamic tera tor tho rightful 
spiritual and temporal ruler or Islam . In the 
Islamic faith there is no division between 
political and religious loadorohip. 
INPO - Ninja akill of hiding. 
ISMAILIS - Islaaic eect believing in Ismail 
(died ?60) ae the proper euccesaor to 
Moha.lllllad. 
ITAJC - Thug aicn of good fortune. 
JHIRH!! - Thug s1anaJ, to kill. 
JINN - Islamic creatures of magic. 
JIRAI - Ninja land mine . 
JOBI NO JITSU - Ninja taotio ot enlisting in 
the aneiii,Y ar~ and serving as aeoret agents. 
JONIH - Ninja leaders. 
JYVALOO - Thug victim discovered to be 
still alive after being etransled . 
KALI - Thug god of death. 
KALIP or KHALIP - I slamic term for the 
proper successor of the Prophet Mohammad. 
KAMA - Ninja fightin« scythe . 
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KAMEIKADA - Ninja one-1:1an ra1'h IBBde 
with bamboo or wood and watertight ceramic 
juga. 
KANKALI - Thug term tor the god KaJ.i. 
KAHTHUNA - Thug tar. for cutting up the 
body of the victim to prevent swelling . 
KAWA-NAWA - Ninja fighting or climbing 
rope with a grappling hook on one end. 
KEN - Ninja term for a sword or blade. 
KENJITSU - Ninja art or swordmanahip. 
KINSKA - Ninja bribe that takes advantage 
of a known desire or weakness. 
KITSON! GAKURE NO JITSU - Ninja skill 
of hiding in water by imitating a f ox. 
KO-GATANA - Ninja knife. 
KOMUSO - NinJa role of itinerant priest. 
KOPPO - Ninja bone-breaking techniques. 
KORAN - Islamic holy book written by the 
Prophet Mohammad. 
KOZUKA - Ninja knife. 
KUJI-KIRI - Ninja uao or finaer movements 
to hypnotize or contuse an opponent. 
KUJJE& - Any non-Thuc woman. Wo&an 
forbidden as a viet! •. 
KUKI SKIN-RYU - Ninja techniques tor the 
Bisento spear. 
KUMADE - Nin~a rake of hooked metal 
pieces. 
KUMI-UCHI - Ninja aartial art based on 
wrestling techniques . 
KUNASHI - Ninja digging device. 
KUNOICHI - Ninja female agents. 
KUNOICHl NO JITSO - Peaale Ninja 
training techniques. 
KOSARI - Ninja fighting ohain. 
KUSARI-OAMA - Ninja skill with the chain 
and scythe. 
KYOT!TSO-SHOGI - Ninja weapon made of 
women's hair with a metal rincon one end 
and a double-pointed knife on the other. 
KYONIN NO JITSU - Ninja tactic ot taking 
advantage of fear or superatltion. 
KYOSKA - Ninja tactic of taking advantage 
ot cowards. 
KYUJITSU - Ninja skill of archery. 
LUGKAE - Thug position of gravedigger. 
MAHDI - Islamic te~ for messianic Imana. 
MAM&LUKES - Islamic term for slaves 
raised to be warriors. 
MANRIKI-KUSARI - Ninja techniques of 
fighting with a chain. 
IIAULEB - A Thug who takes aoney home to 
the families before the expedition is over. 
NISO-SHIRU - Ninja food used to make soup. 
NIZUGUMO - Ninja water-crossing device 
make of curved wood and cord . 
MIZUKAKI - Ninja webbed foot-gear used 
for awimaing. 
MIZU- TAIMATSU - Ninja torch designed to 
burn in the rain. 
MONON! NO JITSU - Ninja skill Of finding 
weak spots in enemy defenses. 
MUFTI - Islamic official trained in Public 
Law. 
NUGEI-MUMEI NO JITSO - Ninja art ot 
secrecy. 
MOLLA - IslaDio teacher of law. 
NACINATA - Japanese apear. 
NAWANUKE NO JITSU - NinJa technique of 
escaping bonds by dislocating bone joints. 
NINJITSU - The art ot the Ninja. 
NIZARIS - Islamic ter. for beleivera in the 
rightful succession of Nizar (died 1095) aa 
!man. Another terw !or the religious sect of 
Assassins. 
NYUDAKI NO JITSU - Ninja ekill of 
discovering an ene~ weakness. 
PHUR JKARNA - Thug term for clanninc the 
murder site . 
POLA - Thuc eigne !IAd.e in the road to 
indicate direction and urgency. 
PONGOO - River Thug of Bengal. 
PUTORA - Thug tara !or a bad omen. 
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RAKUSHA - l'linja tft.Ct!o of takinc a4vantace 
of lacineaa. 
RAMADAN - Ielamic 110nth of futinc. 
RAMASBB - Thug 1ancuace or dialect . 
RONIN - Saaurai who are without a lord, 
wan4erinc warriors. 
RUMAL or RUHMAL - Thug hankerchief or 
acarf used for a atranglinc cloth. 
RYAKUKON NO JITSU - Ninja technique of 
infiltration by diacuiae. 
RYOHAN NO JITSU - Ninja technique ot 
kidnapping ene-r ottioiala tor hoetagee. 
SACCHI-JITSO - Ninja technique ot using 
natural geography to advantace . 
SAMURAI - Warrior class of feudal Japan. 
SASHIMI - Raw tish, a main dish tor the 
Ninja and all Japanese . 
SATOBITO NO JITSU - Ninja taotic of 
inciting rebellion in the eneaies camp aaong 
the dissatisfied . 
SHIBA GAKURE NO JITSU - Ninja technique 
of hiding in or &IIOJ1& oo..on objects . 
SHIKOMI-ZUB - Ninja sword-cane ueed when 
posing as a blindaan. 
SHINOBI- ZUB - Ninja etatt with a chain 
hidden in one end and a lea4 welcht in the 
other. 
SHOGUN - Military ruler of feudal Japan. 
SHUGEnDO - A Japaneee eect or Buddhiea 
baaed in •ountain •oneetarlee. Closely 
affiliated with the Ninja. 
SHUKA - Ninja device used for oliabinc and 
fighting. Consiste or a metal band with tour 
sharp spikes that 1a worn in the pal.ll or the 
hand. 
SHUNSEEA - Thug who holds the hands or 
feet of the victia. 
SHURIKEH - Ninja throwinc weapons. 
SOON - Thug who ia not yet a strangler. 
SOTHA - Thug who convinces the victiae. 
SURBALUND KHAif - Thug leader' s oo-m 
tor the assumption ot proper poaitiona. 
TABI - Ninja or Japaneae aoolta that have a 
apllt tor the big toe. 
TANAGOKORO-TAI MATSU - Ninja 
palm-siBed torch, 
TANIIRI NO JITSU - Ninja tactic where a 
team of Ninja pretend to betray their lord i n 
order to join an enemy caap . 
TANTO - Japanese dagger uaed by Ninja. 
TANUKI GAKURE NO JITSU - Ninja 
technique of cliabing treea. 
TAQIYYA - A doctrine of Shiite Ialaa that 
aaltee secrecy and liee leciti .. te for the 
purpose of guardin& the religion. 
TEBKULA - Thug tera for a stolen object 
froa a vioti.Ja which -.y be dangerous in that 
it may be identified. 
TEKAGI - Ninja device used to crip walla or 
trees tor climbing. 
T!TSU-BISKI - Ninja four-pointed caltropa. 
TOFU - Japaneee food !!lade of soybean ourd. 
TOOAKURE-RYU - Ninja tichting technique 
or slapping both eara of an ene~ 
eimultaneouely . 
TOMBAKO KHA LO - Thug sisnal for 
murder, lt means 'get out your tobaooo' . 
TONKI - Ninja throwinc daggers. 
TONPO - NinJa eecape techniques, 
TSUNB NO MIZU - Ninja food a&de from 
pickled pluae. 
TORIMAKA - Secret Ninja dceueents. 
TOPPUL - Thug tera for a path or aide-road 
convenient for murder. 
UKIDARU - Ninja water-croeaing device 
lllll.de or waterproof reed pota. 
USTAD - Tnug tera for a tutor or teacber. 
UZURA GAKUR! NO JITSU - Ninja technique 
of hiding in aaa~l gap• between obJects. 
WAKIZASHI - Japanese ehort sword . 



YAMABIKO NO JITSU - Ninja tactic o! 
Joi.nina an eM~ lord attar pretending to 
tight with his own aide . 
YANABIKO SHICKO NO JITSU - Ninja 
technique tor discovering an ene~ acent by 
reavealing !alee intormation. 
YAMABUSHI - A warrior prieat froa tho 
aountaina ot Japan. A frequent Ninja 
disguise . 
YARI - Ninja spear. 
YARlJITSU - Ninja art ot fighting with the 
apear. 
YOJA NO JITSU - Ninja tactic ot 
penetrating an eneJQY line by pretending to 
be a beggar or cripple. 
YOJI - Japanese toothpick. 
YOJI-CAKURE NO JITSU - Ninja tactic ot 
distracting a guard by throwing a small 
object. 
YOMOGA.X NO JITSU - Ninja practice ot 
uintaining two aetarate identities. 
YOROI - Japanese chest protector. 
YUBI - Ninja aaa.rtial. a trike to an one~' a 
right ltidney. 
ZAGARASHI-YAKU - Ninja poiaon made of 
green truit, 
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Chronology 

CHRONOLOGY OF THE WORLD'S ASSASSINS 

600 
632 
760 

1090 
1092 
1118 
1124 
1138 
1162 
1166 
1192 
1210 
1221 
1252 

1255 
1256 
1257 
1290 
1304 
1338 
1581 
1603 
1679 
1812 
1848 

- Leaendary beginning of the Ninja 
• Death of Mohammed the Prophet of Islam 
• Ismaili Sect establiahed in Islam 
- Haaaan Sabab takes the Fortreaa of Alamut 
- Nizam a1•Ku1k 11 the fir at victim of the Aasassina 
- Sanjar makes peace with the Aaaa11in1 
- uai3 becomes the aacond Maater of the Aaaasstna 
• Kuh...ad becoaea the third Kaatar of the Aasaaaina 
- Raean II become• the first Iman of the Aasaaaina 
- Kuh.-d II baco-• the eac:ond lJUn of the A .. auine 
- Yoritomo beco.es the firat Shogun of Japan 
- Haaan Ill baco .. e the third Iman of the Aaaaaatna 
• Aladdin bec:omea the fourth Iman of the Aseaaaina 
• Imperial Prince Hunetaka become• Shocun, 

Ninja aervicea come into great demand 
- Khurehab bec:omaa the fifth lman - of the Aeaaesina 
- Alamut il aurrendered to the Monsola 
- lhurahah il put to death by the Konaole 
- 1,000 Thus• captured at Delhi 
- Gunpowder is i ntroduced to tba Wast 
- Aahikqa Shoganate begin• 
- Daatruction of the Iaa llinja by GeDeral Oda 
- Iayaau baca-ee the first To~ugawa Shogun 
- Franch Affai.r of the Poison• 
- Firat British aoldier killed by Thus• 
- Deetruc:tion of the Thug Cult in India 

Dedicated to the memory of Dan LaFleche, 
the best warrior I have ever known. 
He would have enjoyed this ... 
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